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ArT. 1. The principles of natural and revealed religion octa- 
fionally opened and explained ; in a courfe of fermons preached 
before the honourable feciety of Lincoln’s-Inn. Jn two vo~ 
lumes. Volume the firft. By the reverend mr. Warburton, 
preacher to the fociety. 8vo. 58. Knapton. 


HE title of Sermons is indeed no great recommen- 
dation of a book; but, notwithflanding this, every 
candid and attentive reader will, we apprehend, find 
j in the fermons now before us, a great deal of ratio- 
nal entertainment, many judicious as well as ingenious reflec- 
tions, and fome of the moft plaufible objeétions that have Been 
' urged of late againft the chriftian religion, refuted with great ae | 
acutenefs and ftrength of reafoning. They are publifhed, as y 
Our ingenious author himfelf informs us, with a view to vindi- { t 
cate religion from the infults of libertines, and the indifcretions = 
of enthufiafts: an excellent defign, and at prefent highly ne- | 
ceflary. ) 
In the firft fetmon, mr. Warburton confiders the nature of Li 
truth, ‘and endeavours to lay open the general caufes which 
have given birth to men’s prejudices againft it, and efpecially 
that beft part of it, Reticron. ‘This fermon, as far as we 


can judge, is an excellent one, and well deferves to be care- 14 
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fully perufed by all who are defirous of feeing the obje€tions to 
religious truth clearly ftated and folidly anfwered. The fub- 
je&t of the fecond is God’s moral government ; all the objec- 
tions to which, our author fhews, {pring from the weaknefs of 
our faculties, and the prejudices attending our fituation, joined 
to a corrupt vanity, which makes human reafon the meafure 
of every thing. 

In the third fermon he confiders the manner in which the 
apoftles recommend moral duties; and endeavours to fhew, 
that thefe weak and foslifh inftruments have foiled and difgraced 
the boafted wifdom of Greece and Rome ; in that very way too 
wherein their wifdom moft excelled ; in fhort and detached 
precepts, compofed for the conduét of human life by men ftu- 
dious to reduce their long laborious fearches after happinefs, in- 
to weighty and compendious aphorifms. He takes occafion 
from thofe words, 1 ‘fohn iv. 20. If a man fay, I love God, 
&c. to illuftrate the force and beauty of the apoftle’s reafon- 
ing, and infers from it the divinity of that fpirit which could 
infufe fo much fublime knowledge into the pen of a rude un- 
Jettered fifherman. The apoftle’s argument, he tells us, is 
founded in the true theory of the rife and progrefs of the fo- 
cial affections ; of which he gives us the following account, 
whether fatisfactory or not our readers muft judge. 

* An endeavour to preferve its being, fays he, makes part 
of the effential conftitution of every created thing. Hence, 
in the inanimate a refiftance to outward force; in the ani- 
mate, a purfuit or an abhorrence of what is he!pful or hurt- 
ful; and, in man, that firit and ftrongeft paffion of his na- 
ture, SELF-Love; from whence all other appetites derive 
their force, and to which they direct their aim. Its ufe is 
to affift the heart to awaken virtue, and to pufh out and de- 
velope the great principle of BENEVOLENCE. 

‘ It is true, indeed, that benevolence, arifing from this 
« fource, at firft runs thick and turbid; but, as it bolds its 
‘ way, it refines; it purifies and expands its current, till it 
¢ hath loft all memory of its low original. 

* For the paffion of felf-love, aided by the kindred appe- 
tite of NATuRAL AFFECTION, foon makes an effort 
to move outward ; and looking forward with an inftinétive 
tendernefs on ous offspring, it is taught to turn its regard, 
as far back, with rational gratitude on our parents. And 
tho’ the former be loving ourfelves as reprefented in others 
and the latter, only loving others, as reprefented in our- 
felves ;_ yet the principle of benevolence being now awaken- 
ed, it begins, from this moment, to defert its origin: it ~ 
tends 
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tends itfelf to our remoter relatives ; and, in a little time, takes 
in every connection of domeftic life. And thus continuing to 
enlarge and widen, by fuch time as it grows impatient of 
reftraint, the wants and reliefs, the fervices and protection, 
which exercife its virtue in this inferior ftate, enable it to 
form ideas of a nobler community, and to trace the out- 
lines and image of aSocieTy. This produceth another 
effort, and of a more exalted kind: the object of benevo- 
lence being no longer an InDivIDUAL, but a W HOLE. 
‘ From this time the focial paffions make large advances ; 
and benevolence, improved and ftrengthened even by the 
felfith fenfe of mutual wants, and the experienced means of 
mutual relief, extends its influence and efficacy thro’ the whole 
community of thofe who need, or can impart, affiftance: 
and thus, on the natural plan of domeftic conneétions, ere&s 
that artificial regimen called Crvit Society. So that, as 
before, benevolence advanced from particular to general; it 
row rifeth ftill higher, from PRivaTre to Pusiic. And 
thus, having a community for its object, it wins and truly 
deferves its name: felf-love being: now abforbed in the 
nobleft of all focial paffions, THe Love oF our Coun- 
TR¥ 3 which the Roman patriot, in a philofophic analyfis of 
its generation and conftituent parts, rightly defines to be 
that which includes all other focial affections. 
‘ Thus doth Setr-Love, under the varying appearance of 
natural affe€tion, domeftic relation, and the connections of 
facial habitude, at firft work blindly on, obfcure and -deep 
in dirt; but, as it makes its way, it continues rifing, till it 
emerges into light; and then, fuddenly expiring, leaves be- 
hind it the faireft iflue: which nobly forgetful of its low be- 
ginning, advances on the fteps of virtue, till it reaches to‘ 
RELIGION. 
* For the interefts of mere animal life being well fecured 
in this firft progrefs to benevolence, the mind, which hither- 
to only cared for the body, begins to make provifion for it- 
felf; and, having laid in for the other’s wants and weak- 
nefs, attends, in good time, to its own fuperior dignity and 
importance 
* Ard now, placed on fo fair an eminence, as the Love 
OF OUR CouNTRY, and its fight purged and defecated from 
the grofs remains of evanefcent f{clf-love, it goes on widen- 
ing its views, till it hath taken in the whole race of man- 
kind ; confidered but as one policy, or rather, FamIty ; 
connected by the equal participation of one common na- 
ture ; aad fupported by the confequent right of one com- 
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mon meafure ; and therefore the endeared obje@ of one ge- 
neral benevolence. 

¢ Thus Domesric life, which firft produced civil fociety, 
and then gave birth to this more generous and enlarged 
community, at length brings benevolence round again into 
itfelf, as to its full and final completion, by drawing the 
whole race of mankind into one common FAMILy. 

‘ But, in the courfe of this progrefs, the mind, as it 
widens, becoming fatigued and dazzled by its intenfe foli- 
citation of this growing whole, hath frequent need, at its 
feveral ftages, to catch at, and to reft in, partial ob- 
jects. 

¢ Hence the origin of Frienpsuip, the folace and fplen- 
dour of private life; which, while we are advancing to- 
wards that only adequate obje¢ét of human attachment, a 
whole, teacheth us by the way all our journalory duties to 
particulars. 

‘ Having thus endeavoured to explain how all the virtues 
of humanity arife, and have their fource, from the gradual 
expanfion of the great principle of benevolence: we come, 
in the next place, to confider, how, in its further ad- 
vances to perfeClion, ReEtiGion itfelf emergeth from 


‘ it. 


‘ In all the objects of love and benevolence, the attrac- 
tive quality is Goon. And this connexion being made by 
the nature and conftitutton of things, the greater the appa- 
rent good, the ftronger muft the paffion grow. Now, 
when the whole human race is confidered by us as the ob- 
je@t of our love; the fteps by which we are led to this high 
advance in benevoience, fuch as man’s origin, his common 
nature, and the dependence of the happinefs of the indivi- 
dual on the fpecies, carry us naturally higher; to feek the 
FIRsT Cause of fo orderly and welleregulated an effect. 
An enquiry, which terminates in the author of this, and of 
all other good : whom, as fuch, we are forcibly drawn to 
purfue, and to afpire after; and, in the contemplation of 
whofe nature and attributes, we find at laft the SUPREME 
AND SoviREIGN Goop: from whence, as we fay, all 
other good arifeth, and in which they are all centained. 
He, therefore, challengeth our Supreme and Sovereign Love, 
which never ceafeth to advance and enlarge itfelf, till it end 
in an Union with him. 

‘ And thus the laft effort of benevolence produceth what 


‘ we call, RELIGION; whole end all agree to be HaPPi- 
“ NESS, 


< This 



































‘4 
& 
« 
c 
6 
4 
+ 
4 
. 
. 
‘ 
4 
4 
. 
& 
* 





For JANUARY, 1753. 5 


¢ This is the true account of the rife and progrefs of Un1- 
VERSAL Love: which, as it regards man, our holy faith 
calls CHARITY ; as it regards God, Piery. — 

<« But there were in the apoftolic times, and will be in all 
times, a fort of men who are for catching at the rewards of 
faith, without undergoing this long, but pleafing labour of 
love; and whofe frantic aim is, to make a facrilegious di- 
vorce between charity and piety. Thefe men aflume to 
themfelves great merit in loving God, while they treat their 
brother with contempt and cruelty. But what fays the 
apoftle in my text? Provoked at their bypocrify, he ftrips 
off the mafk, and brands them with the odious name of 
Liars; a name, in fcripture-language, of the moft oppro- 
brious import ; as given to impoftors of all kinds; and im- 
plying in it every thing corrupt both in moral and religious 
practice. If a man (fays St. Fobn) fay, I love God, and 
hateth his brother, be is a liar. For he that loveth not bis bro- 
ther whom he hath feen, how can he lave Gad whom he hath 
not feen. The force and beauty of which reafoning, the 
foregoing account of the rife and progrefs of benevolence 
will enable us to underftand. 

‘ You pretend, fays the apoftle, to ove God, tho’ you bate 


$ your brother. Vain and fallacious! The love of every ob- 
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ject begins; like all other paffions, from felf-love: thus we 
love ourfelves, by reprefentation, in our parents, and in our 
offspring : it extends to our remoter relatives; and fo on, 
through the whole vicinage, to every fellow member of the 
community. And now, felf-love refined by reafon, and fub- 
limed by virtue, begins to lofe its nature, and defervedly to 
take another name. Our country next claims our love: 
we then extend it to all mankind; and never reft till we 
have, at length, fixed it on the moft amiable of all objects, 
the great Author and Original of being. 

‘ This is the courfe and progrefs of HUMAN Love; gra- 
dually rifing from the individual to the whole: as unlike in 
its progrels, as in its purity, to the DivinE BENEVOMENCE; 
which, in gracious aid of its creatures, takes a different 
courfe: for, fpringing from the whole, it {preads and ex- 
pands itfelf thro’ every moral fyftem, till it clafps and em- 
braces the individual, 

* And now (purfues the apoftle) I reafon thus: Can you, 
miftaken man! who are not yet arrived at that inferior 
ftage of benevolence, the love of your brother, whom you 
have feen, that is, whom the fenfe of mutual wants, and 
the experience of mutual relief, amongft the joint partakers 
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© of one common natyre, might teach you to love, ean 
¢ you pretend to have attained the top and fummit of this 
¢ virtue, the love of God, whom you have not feen; that is, 
¢ whofe wonderful ceconomy, in the fyftem of creation and 
¢ government, which makes him fo amiable, you appear to 
¢ have no conception of ; you, who have not yet learnt, that 
¢ your own low fyftem is fupported on the great principle 
* of benevolence. Fear him, flatter him, fight for him, as 
* you blindly dread his power, you may: but, to love him, 
¢ as you know not his nature, is impoffible.’ 

‘ This is St. ‘Fobn’s fimple reafoning. From whence I 
© conclude for the divinity of that {pirit which could infufe fo 
© much fublime knowledge into the pen of a rude unlettered 
© fifherman.’ 

Such is the account given by our ingenious author of the 
rife and progrefs of the focial affections: whether the apoftle 
entertained the fame fentiments upon this fubje&t or not, we 
ghall not take upon us to determine, but if he did, we will 
venture to fay that they were not derived from divine in- 
fpiration. 

The fourth fermon is a very fhort and a very good one. 
From thefe words, Prov. xvii. 5. Whofo mocketh the poor re- 
preacheth bis maker. Mr. Warburton fhews, in a very ftrong 
and affecting manner, that no greater infult can be offered to 
the wifuom, the juftice, or the goodnefs of God, than by 
looking down with defpite and mockery on the poverty of our 
diftrefled brethren. The fubjeét of the fifth fermon is the 
character and office of the AZe/fiah ; it contains the fubftance 
of feveral difcourfes, and the main purpofe of it is to fhew 
that ‘Fefus is made unto us, fanétification and redemption, in as 
true and real a fenfe as he is our wi/dom and righteoufne/s. 
* Nor is this, fays our author, a matter of fmall moment, 
‘ the teaching wifdom and rightesufnefs made his miflion ex- 
* pedient: but the beftlowing fanéiification and redemption 
* made it neceffary. 
© "Fo inftruét the world in the knowledge of one God, 
and in the practice of moral virtue, was, without doubt, 
putting us into the road of the divine favour; and making 
our attainment of the fupreme gocd more eafy and expedi 
tious. But God, whofe mercies are ever all bis works, aud 
who, in this very revelation, hath informed us, that from 
thofe to whom little is given, much will not be required, 
would have received his miferable creatures to his mercy, 
* in what condition focver he had fuffered them to remain, if 
‘ fo 
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fo be they had taken care to make the beft ufe of the little 
that was afforded them. 

¢ But /anéification and redemption do more than fhew us 
into the road of God's favour ; they reftore us to the free pri- 
vilege of Lire AND IMMoRTALITY: which man having 
forfeited, by a breach of the condition on which it was be- 
ftowed, had no pretence to reclaim ; fo that whenever it 
was reftored, it might be givenon fuch conditions as the 
all-gracious donor fhould think fit to impofe. It is reftored ; 
and the conditions are FAITH in, and OBEDIENCE to, a 
crucified Saviour ; who, by this facrifice of himfelf, be- 
came the fanétification and redemption of mankind. The 
confequence is, that thefe are not only ufeful and expedient 
for procuring God’s favour, but abfolutely meceffary for our 
recovery of life and immortality. 

‘ This is placing CHRIsTIANITY on its proper bafis, a 
foundation of real ftrength and folidity. 

¢ But when the prefumption of men tempts them to dif- 
join what God hath put together, not only the benefits of 
that union are loft, but other various, and unthought of 
evils arife, which fubje€t the religious ceconomy, thus 
abufed, to every kind of injury ; difhonouring the author of 
our faith ; and expofing the chriftian profeffion to perpetual 
infults. 

‘ This was never more unhappily verified than in’ the cafe 
before us. ; 

‘ 1. For he who confiders Jefus only in the light of a. re- 
publifher of the law of nature, can hardly entertain a higher 
opinion of the Saviour of the world than fome have done of 
Socrates; whom Era/mus efteemed an obje&t of devotion ; 
and many a good proteftant have thought to be divinely 
infpired. For was not Socrates, by his preaching moral 
virtue, and by his dying to bear witnefs to the unity of God, 
made to the Grecian people, and, by means of their ex- 
tended commerce of politenefs, to the reft of mankind, 
wifdom and righteoufnefs? And what more did Jefus? for, 
according to the principles of this paganized chriltianity, his 
titles of Meffiah and Redeemer are reduced to mere figurative 
and accommodated terms. But thefe bold’extremes men run 
into thro’ their ignorance of the nature of ‘thofe prophecies 
which foretell his advent ; and the abfurdity of thofe fyftems, 
which pretend to explain his office. 

* 2. As this theology degrades Fefus to the low condition 
of a Grecian fophift ; fo it renders his religion obnoxious te 
the infults of every daring impoftor, 
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‘ He was fent, fay thefe new dodctors of the church, to 


~ © teach mankind the worfhip of the true God, and the 


© practice of moral righteoufnefs. 

‘© This will be readily allowed, replies an underftanding 
‘¢ Mahometan; and on this very. principle, we hold, that 
«¢ when Jefus had done his office ; and mankind had again 
*¢ relapfed, into anti-chriftian idolatry and polytheifm, as 
“<< before into pagan, God fent our Prophet who worked the 
“© like fudden and fenfible reformation in the north-eaf?, as 
*¢ your prophet did in the north-we/?.”’ 

© What reply now will our rational divine make to this 
© apology for L/maeli/m ? 

© All he hath to fay is, ‘* that Jefus and his apoftles have 
“© every where intimated, that his gofpel is the laft of God’s 
«¢ difpenfations ; on the terms of which our final doom. is 
‘© irrevocably to be decided: fo that all future pretenders to 
“* the like office and character muft needs be efteemed im- 
*¢ poftors.”” 

¢ But here a deift would come in and take advantage of 
© our diftrefs; for it is to be obferved alike of all thefe fhifting 
© defences of fanciful and unfcriptural fyftems, that they only 
© fupply new arms to the various adverfaries of our faith: 
© a deift, I fay, would be ready to reply, ** that it is indeed 
** true that Jefus hath declared his own miffion to be the 
‘© rast; but that this is the artful expedient of every pre- 
“* tended meflenger from heaven, in order to perpetuate his 
** own fcheme, and to obviate the danger of an antiquated 
*¢ authority. “The impoftor Adahomet himfelf hath done the 
‘© fame: he, who here obtrudes his armed pretenfions upon 
*¢ us, hath fecured the duration of his fenfual religion by the 
“© very fame contrivance: a thing, in his ideas, fo much of 
** courfe, that he did not even obycct to Jefus’s ufe of it, who 
‘© had employed it before him ; and for no other purpofe than 
“* to cut off his, and all following pretenfions to the like 

*¢ character. On the contrary, he avowed and maintained 
“‘ the general truth of the Nazarite’s commiffion. Now 
“¢ (purfues the deift) a method employed by a confeffed im- 
‘© poftor is taken up with an ill grace by the defender of true 
‘© religion. But I draw a.further confequence, fays he, 
** againft the gofpel, from this reprefentation of chriftianity. 
“© For if the preaching moral truth and righteoufnefs were 
** the whole of Jefus’s character and office, then his miffion 
*« did not an{wer its purpofe, the lafting reformation of man- 
** kind, in the knowledge of God, and in the praétice of 
*< virtue: fince the world foon fell back again into the ftate 

** from 
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<¢’ from which Jefus had delivered it; as appears from the 
“¢ hiftory of the times in which Mahomet appeared, and the 
«© advantages he made of that degeneracy.” : 
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© Thus fubjected to the infults and injuries of every kind 
of impoftors, who fet upon deluding the credulous, either 
by inventing mew revelations or by decrying the old, do thelé 
republifbers expofe the holy faith of Jefus: that faith which, 
we are told, was founded on a rock, impregnable to the 
affaults of men and demons; to the fophifms of infidelity, 
and the preftiges of impofture! and fox indeed, it is, if we 
will take it as we find it, if we will receive it as it came 
from above, if we will preferve it pure and entire, as it 
was delivered to the faints, the redemption of the world b 
the fon of God, in the voluntary facrifice of himfelf upon the 
crofs. 

‘This fecures the character of Jefus from the infults of 
falfe pretenders; and his gofpel from the injuries of falfe 
reafoners. 

‘ For, firft of all, if Jefus did, indeed, redeem mankind, 
and reftore them to their loft inheritance ; the fcheme and 
progrefs of revelation is compleated: which beginning at 
the /ap/e, naturally and neceflarily ends in the reftoration 
and recovery of life and immortality by the death and paf- 
fion of our Lord. Chriftianity confidered in this view (and 
in this view only, fcripture gives it us to confider) foon 
detects all the artful pretences of impofture ; and fecures its 
own honour by virtue of its very eflence: the great fcene 
of providence being now clofed, in a full completion of its 
one, regular, entire, and eternal purpofe. 

© Secondly, if Jefus indeed redcemed mankind, then did he 
neither preach nor die in vain: it not being in man’s power, 
with all his malice and perverfenefs, to defeat or make 
void the great purpofe of his coming. For tho’ one part of 
his miffion was to inftruét the world in wi/dom and righteouf- 
nefs, which it was in man’s power to forget and negleéct ; 
yet what is chiefly effential in his character, and peculiar in 
his office, the /anétification and redemption of the world, 
man could not fruftrate nor render ineffectual : for it is not 
in his power to make that to be undone which is once done 
and perfeéted. 

‘ The faftidious caviller therefore hath employed his pains 
to very little purpofe, in attempting to difcredit revelation 
from this topic. His laboured difcourfes on the moral ftate 
of the world, before and fince the coming of Chrift, are 
quite befide the queftion. For, tho’, where the comparifon 
* is 
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© is fully and impartially ftated, I will venture to fay, the ad- 
‘ vantage will be found to lye on the fide of our religion; 
* yet fuppofing, the truths preached by Jefus, and the affift- 
ance given by the holy fpirit, had not much improved the 
general morals of mankind ; how does this tend to the dif- 
credit of the gofpel ; unlefs the gofpel can be proved to have 
no natural tendency to make men better? But this is fo 
defperate an undertaking, that, I believe, infidelity will 
hardly be perfuaded to engage in it. Indeed the contrary is 
fo true, that, as I. have fhewn elfewhere, when you lay 
together the ftate of Pagan and Chriffian virtue, one ma- 
nifeft and eflential difference is found between them ; which 
is this, that in the Gentile world men often aéted wrong 
upon principle; in the Chriftian always again? principle. 
Now, not to infift upon the neceflary reftraint this muft be 
upon vice ; it plainly demonftrates the natural tendency of . 
the gofpel-truths to make men virtuous; and to inforce 
them with a ftronger impulfe did not fuit the genius of a 
rational religion, whofe object was free agency. 

‘ But the proper anfwer to this idle cavil is taken, as we 
fay, from the topic before us. Inftru€tion of the world in 
wifdom and righteoufne/s was but the fecondary end of 
Chrift’s miffion: the firft and primary was to become its 
fanétification and redemption ; the one muft needs be com- 
mon to every revelation coming from God ; the other is 
peculiar to the Chriftian; and this, as we have fhewn, 
cannot poiflibly be fruftrated, or rendered inc ffe€tual.’ 

In the fixth fermon, which is a very long one, and contains 
the fubftance of feveral difcourfes, our author treats of the 
office and operations of the Holy Spirit. In handling this 
fubje€&t he takes oceafion to confider the firft extraordinary 
atteftation of the defcent of the holy fpirit in the gift of 
tongues on the day of pentecoft ; and here he enters into a 
fong examination of what Dr. Ad:ddleton has advanced on this 
head, and endeavours to make it appear that the gift of tongues 
was conftant and Jafting, and not inftantaneous, as the doctor 
alleges. 

This examination leads him to confider what the doctor 
has faid concerning the apoftolic language, which he endea- 
vours to vindicate in the following manner. Dr. Middleton 
has faid that the language of the apoftles is utterly rude and 
barbarous, abounding with every fault that can poffibly deform 
a language; and that, tho’ fome writers, prompted by a falfe 
zeal, have attempted to defend the purity of Scripture Greek, 

their 
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sheir labour has been idly employed. Mr. Warburton’s anfwer 


is as follows., 
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¢ I think, indeed, that their labour has been idly employed. 
But then let me obferve, that the fame falfe principle, which 
mifled them into one extreme, hath betrayed this learned 
rfon into another. 

‘ They beth feem to have taken it for granted, that what 
is called the purity, elegance, and fublime of language, is 
fomething natural and effential to human fpeech, and in- 
herent in the conftitution of things: and that there is fome 
certain archetype in nature, to which thofe qualities refer, 
and on which they are to be formed and modelled. And, 
indeed, admitting this to be the cafe, one fhould be apt 
enough to conclude, that when the author of nature con- 
defcended to inipire one of thefe plaftic performances of 
human art, he would take care to.make it the exacteft pat- 
tern of the archetype. But the matter is far otherwife. 
Thefe qualities are accidental and arbitrary; and depend 
on cuftom and fafhion: modes of humanity as various as 
the differing climes of the earth; and as inconftant as the 
tempers, genius, and circumftances of its inhabitants. For 
what is purity, but the ufe of fuch terms and their combi+ 
nations, as the caprice of a writer or fpeaker of authority 
hath preferred to its equals? What is elegance, but fuch a 
turn of idiom asa fafhionable fancy hath brought into credit ? 
And what is /ublimity, but the application of fuch images as 
arbitrary and cafual connections, rather than their own 
native grandeur, have dignified and enobled? The confe- 
quence of this will be, that that mode of compofition which 
is a model of perfeGtion to one nation or people, muft ap-~ 
pear extravagant or mean to another. And fo, in fact, it 
was. Afiatic and Indian elequence were eftecmed hyper- 
bolic and unnatural to the Greeks and Romans: and the 
Greek and Roman eloquence, in its turn, cold and infipid 
to the warm inhabitants of the eaft. 

‘ Now the New Teftament was defigned for the rule and 
direction of all mankind. But, fuch a rule required infpira- 
tion: and infpiration, the objeGtors fay, implies the moft 
perfect eloquence. What human model then was the Holy 
Ghoft to follow? For a human model it muft needs ‘be, 
becaufe there was no other; and if there were, no other 
would anfwer the purpofe ; which was to make a due im- 
preflion on the mind and affeétions. Should the eaftern 
eloquence be employed ? But this would be too fwelling and 
animated for the weft. Should the weftern? But this 
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would be too ftill and inaétive for the eaft. Or, fuppofe 
us only folicitous for what we beft underftand ; which 
fpecies of this latter genus fhould the facred writers have 
preferred ? The diffolute foftnefs of the Afatec Greeks, or 
the dry concifenefs of the Spartans ? The flowing exube- 
rance of Attic eloquence, or the grave feverity of the Ro- 
man? Or, fhould it have been that African torrent, which 
arofe from the fermented mixture of the other two, and foor 
after overflowed the church with theological conceits, in a 
fparkling luxuriancy of thought and fombrous ranknefs of 
expreffion ? Various {peciefes ! All as much difliked, and 
each as much decried by its oppofite, as the two genus’s by 
one another. But it will be faid, are there not fome gene- 
ral principles of eloquence in common to all? ‘There are. 
Why then fhould not thefe have been employed to credit 
the apoftolic infpiration? Becaufe the end, even of thefe, 
is to miflead reafon, and inflame the paffions: which being 
moft abhorrent to the truth and purity of our holy religi- 
on, were very fitly rejected by the infpired penmen. Be- 
fides, the mafters of rhetoric confefs, that the utmoft per- 
fe€tion of their art confifts in keeping it concealed ; for that 
the oftentation or fhew of art feems to indicate the abfence 
of truth. Hence fo many various precepts to make their 
moft artificial periods appear artlefs. Now, was that a pro- 
per inftrument for heavenly-direéted men, which derives all 
its credit from its pretended abfence, and ftudied keeping 
out of fight? 

¢ What, therefore; does common fenfe tell us fhould be ob- 
ferved inthe ftile of an univerfal law? Certainly no more 
than this fimple rule, ‘To retain what is common to all lan- 
guage, and to negleét what is peculiar toeach. Now, what 
is this but CreEaRNess and Precision? by which the 
mind and fentiments of the writer are intelligitly conveyed 
to the reader. This quality is eflential, invariably the fame, 
and independant of cuttom and fafhion. To give a formed 
Janguage this quality is the office of fyntaxis, or the combi- 
nation of the feveral parts of {pcech into a fyftematic con- 
gruity ; the very thing in language which is leaft pofitive, as 
being formed on the principles of philofophy and logic: 
whereas all befides, from the very power of the elements, 
and fignification of the terms, to the tropes and figures in 
compoiition, are arbitrary; and, as deviating from thofe 
principles, frequently vicious. 

‘ This quality, fo neceflary to the communication of ovr 
ideas, eminently diftinguifhes the writings of the New Tef- 
ment : 
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tament: infomuch, that it may be eafily fhewn, whatever 
difficulties occux in the facred volumes, do not arife from 
any imperfect information, caufed by this local or nominal 
barbarity of ftile; but either from the fublime or obfcure 
nature of the things treated of, or from the intentional con- 
cifenefs of the writer; who, in the cafual mention of any 
thing unrelated, or not effential, to the difpenfation, always 
obferves a ftudied brevity. 

‘ But further, fuppofing that, in general, an authentic 
fcripture, compofed for the rule of religion, demanded this 
quality of local eloquence, it would yet be very unfuitable 
to the peculiar genius of the Gospex. It might eafily be 
known to have been the purpofe of Providence, tho’ fuch 
purpofe had not been exprefsly declared, that the gofpel 
fhould bear all poffible marks of its divine original ; as well 
in the courfe of its progrefs, as in the circumftances of its 
promulgation. To this end, the human inftruments of its 
conveyance were mean and illiterate, and chofen from a- 
mong the loweft of the people; that, when the world faw 
itfelf converted by the fozli/hne/s of preaching, (as the learned 


apoftle in great humility thinks fit to call it), unbelievers 


might have no pretence to afcribe its fuccefs to the parts, 
or ftations, or.authority of the preachers. Now, had the 
language infpired into thefe illiterate men been the elo- 
quence of Plato or Tully, Providence would have appeared 
to counteract its own meafures, and to defeat the purpofe 
beft calculated to’advance its glory. But God is wife, tho’ 
man’s a fool. “The courfe of Providence was uniform and 
conftant. It not only chofe the weakeft inftruments, but 
carefully kept out of their hands that powerful weapon of 
W orbs, which their adverfaries might fo eafily have wrefted 
to the difhonoar of the gofpel. St. Pau/, who, amongft thefe 
inftruments, was, for the like wife purpofes, made an ex- 
ception to the general choice, yet induftrioufly profecuted 
that fublime view, for the fake of which the choice was 
made, by rejeCting all other weapons but thofe of the Spi- 
rit, to {pread abroad the conquefts of the Son of God. AZ; 
Speech (fays he) and my preaching was not with inticing words 
of man’s wifdom, but in the demsnftration of the Spirit and of 
power. He fubjoins the reafon,—that their faith foould not 
ftand in the wifdom of men, but in the power of God 
Therefore (faith he again) God hath chofen the foolifh things cf 
the world to confound the wife; and the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty. And, left it fhould be faid, 
that this was an affectation of defpifing advantages which 
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they themfelves could not reach, it pleafed Providence that 
this declaration fhould be made, not by one of the more 
fordid and idiotic of the number ; but by him, to whom both 
nature and difcipline had given powers to arrive at all the 
heights of Greek and Roman cloquence. For we fee, by 
what has, now and then, accidentally flamed out, in the 
fervor of his reafoning, that he had a ftrong and clear dif- 
cernment ; a quick and lively imagination ; and an exten- 
five and intimate acquaintance with thofe mafters in moral 
painting, the claffic writers: all which he proudly facrificed 
to the glory of the everlafting gofpel. Nor does he appear 
to have been confcious of any inconfiftency between an in- 
fpired language and its nominal barbarity of ftile. For hav- 
ing had occafion, in the following words, to remind the 
Corinthians of the abundance of fpiritual grace beftewed up- 
on him I thank my God I fpeak with tongues more than 
you all, he yet tells them, that he is rude in fpeech, Which 
naturally leads me to what I have ftill farther to obferve for 
the illuftration of this argument. 

© And here, I will be bold to affirm, that the STILE of the 
New Teftament, even on fuppofition of the truth of what 
the learned perfon fays in its difcredit, is fo far from proving 
the language not to be divinely infpired, that it bears in- 
deed one cerfain mark of that original. 

« I will not pretend to point out which books of the New 
Teftament were or were not compofed by thofe who had 
the Greek tongue thus miraculoufly infufed into them. But 
this, I think, one may venture to fay, that the ftile of a 
writer fo infpired, would be precifely fuch, as we find it in 
thefe books. 

* For if it be allowed, what no one can doubt, that a 
ftrange language, acquired in the ordinary way, by an illi- 
terate man, would be full of the idioms of his native 
tongue, as the fcripture-Greek is obferved to be full of Syri- 
a/ms and Hebraifms: how can it be pretended, that a ftrange 
language, infpired into illiterate men, as thofe were on the 
day of Pentecoft, fhould have any other properties or cond- 
tions? Let us weigh the cafes impartially. 

* Every language confifts of two diftin& parts; the €ngle 
terms, and the phrafes and idioms. The firft, as far as 





«concerns names efpecially, is by mere arbitrary impofition, 


tho’ on artificial principles, common te all men: the fecond 


anfenfibly and conftantly arifes from the manners and tem- 
pers of the native ufers; and fo becomes, tho’ lefs arbitra- 
PY, as various and different as the feveral tribes and nations 
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‘of mankind. ‘The firft, therefore, is unrelated to every 


. 


i to language in general ; the fecond has an intimate 
ee with the fathions, notions, and opinions of each 
diftinét and different people. 
© Now, the ufual way illiterate men apply themfelves to 
learn a foreign fpeech, is principally to treafure up in their 
memory the fignification of the terms. Hence, when they 
come to talk or write in the acquired language, their fpeech 
is found to be full of the idioms of their native tongue, 

‘ Suppofe, then, this foreign language to be inftantaneouf- 
ly introduced, by a fuperior power, into the minds of fuch 
a fort of men; will the effe& be different as the caufe? 
By no means. The impreffion muft be made, either by 
fixing the terms or fingle words only, and their fignificati- 
on, in the memory ; as, for inftance, Greek words corre- 
{ponding to the Syriac or Hebrew: or elfe, together with 
that fimple impreffion, by enriching the mind with all the 
phrafes and idioms of the language fo infpired. But the 
doing of this feems to imply and require a previous impref- 


fion of the manners, notions, fafhions, and opinions of the 


people to whom that language is native ; becaufe the phrafe 
and idiom arifes from, and is dependent on, thofe manners : 
and therefore the force of fuch idiom, when inftantaneoufly 
imprefled, can be underftood only in proportion to the 


- knowledge of thofe manners: and underitood they were to 


be; for the recipients of thefe fpiritual gifts were not mere 
paffive organs, but rational difpenfers. Now this would be 
a wafte of miracles, without fufficient caufe or occafion ; 
the Syriac or Hebrew idiom, to which the Fews were en- 
abled of themfelves to adapt the Greeé or any other words, 
abundantly ferving every ufeful purpofe ; which all centred 
in being CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD: for that thing, for the 
doing of which no reafonable caufe can be afligned, mutt 
needs be deemed unreafonable to be done. We conclude, 
therefore, that. the whole of what thefe men got of a ftrange 
language, by infpiration, was the Terms, and that con- 
gruity in the ufe of them which is dependent thereon. To 
fuppofe then fuch a fpecies of infpired knowledge in the gift 
of tongues, as implies all the native peculiarities, or, if you 
will, the elegancies of them; for the more a language be- 
comes coloured by the charaéter and manners of thofe te 
whom it is native, the more elegant it is efteemed: to fup- 
pofe this, I fay, is a fuperftitious fancy, and repugnant to all 
the conclufions of reafon. | 
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¢ From what hath been odferved, it follows, that, if the 
ftile of the New Teftament were indeed derived from that 
language which was miraculoufly imprefled upon the apof- 
tles on the day of Pentecc/?, it muft be juft fuch a one as in 
reality we find it to be; that is to fay, Greek words in the 
Syriac and Hebrew idiom. The conclufion from the whole 
is this, that a nominal or local barbarity of ftile is fo far 
from being an objection to its miraculous acquifition, that it 
is one certain mark of that very original.’ 
If the New Teftament is of divine infpiration in that high — 
fenfe which fuppofes the Holy Spirit to fpeak immediately and 
inceflantly in every found, and the pens of the writers to be 
only organs or inftruments, thro’ which his words are invari- 
ably conveyed, Mr. Warburton allows that, in this cafe, 
there is fome pretence for expecting that nominal purity and 
local elegance of ftile which is contended for. But he is at 
great pains to fhew, that this high idea of infpiration is falfe 
and groundlefs, and endeavours to fix the true notion of it. 
‘ Tn what fenfe, therefore, fays he, is this infpiration to 
© be underftood ? Without doubt in this (as it is the only one 
which agrees with appearances, and fully anfwers the pur- 
pofe) that the Holy Spirit fo guarded the pens of thefe 
writers that no error of importance fell from them ; by en- 
lightening them with his aétual infpiration in all fuch mat- 
ters as were neceflary for the knowledge and inftru@ion of 
the chriftian church, which either thro’ ignorance or pre- 
judice they would have falfly or partially reprefented ; and 
by preferving them, in the more ordinary courfe of provi- 
dence, from any miftakes of confequence in the narrative 
of thofe things whereof they had acquired a competent 
knowledge in the common way of information. Ina word, 
inceflantly watching over thefe his agents ; but with fo fuf- 
pended a hand as permitted the ufe, and left them to the 
guidance of their own faculties, while they kept clear of 
error ; ahd then only interpofing, when, without the di- 
vine affiftance, they would have deviated from truth. This 
feems to be the only rational idea of the infpiration in queftion: 
and books written under fuch an influence would acquire all 
requifite properties of an infallible rule; which is the fole 
end of an infpired fcripture.——— 
« But it will be faid, that on this idea of infpiration we 
fhall never be able to diftinguifh what parts were written 
under the immediate influence of the fpirit, and what were 
only of human compofition. Allow this to be the cafe, 
* and 
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© and that we are unable to make this diftin®ion. Where 
is the harm or inconvenience arifing from it? All the af- 
furance we want is, that every part of fcripture, which 
but remotely concerns either faith or practice, is infallibly 
true. It is of little confequence to know how that truth 
came to be fecured: whether by dire& infpiration; or by 
that virtual guidance of the fpirit which preferved the writers 
of it from error. Scripture is the rule of chriftian conduct 3 
and if this rule be known to be unerring, it is all that is 
wanting to effectuate its end.’ 

Our ingenious author, after confidering the fitft branch 
of the office of the Holy Ghoft, viz. that of enlightening the 
underflanding, proceeds, in the latter part of this difcourfe, 
to the confideration of the fecond branch, namely his reé#i« 
fying the will. He tells us, that facred antiquity is very 
large and full in its accounts of the fudden and entire change 
the Holy Spirit made in the difpofitions and manners of thé 
primitive chriftians; inftantaneoufly effacing all their evil ha« 
bits, and familiarizing their pra€tice to the performance of 
every good and virtuous action. To this illuftrious truth fie 
obferves, that the very enemies of our holy faith have beén 
forced to fubfcribe ; but as they have had recourfe to /uper/ti- 
tion and fanaticifm to account for fo extraordinary a pheno- 
menon, he takes occafion to fhew that neither of thefe is fuf- 
ficient to account for it. 

As our Saviour promifed that the Holy Spirit thould abide 
with us forever, Mr. Warburton now proceeds to enquire, 
whether, from the primitive ages to thefe later times, the virtue 
of his prefence continued to operate with the fame vigour, ar 
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Inlightener and Comforter, and the fame vifible marks of the’ 


divinity, with which it firft fet out, in his defcent upoh the 
apoftles. And this, as it tends to the decifion-of more than 
One important queftion, not only the fuperftitious claim of 
church-miracles, but the fanatic pretences to divine illumination, 
he confiders at great length. 

In the two remaining fermons of this volume the charaéter 
and conduct of the meffengers of the gofpel are tréated of. 
In the firft of them, our author fhews that our Saviour was 
no enthuiiaft, from the dire€tions he gave to his difciples, 
when he fent them to preach the glad tidings ef the go/pel, 
Matth, x. 16; and in the fecond he illuftrates the equity, im- 
portance, and neceffity of the following precept, ---Let your 
light fo fhine before men, that they may fee your good works, and 
glorify your father which is in Heaven, 

Vor. VIII, € [i ART. 


KSy 







































ae 





































18 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


ArT. 11. Conclufion of the account of dr. Hill’s general 
Natural Hiftory, &c. 


AVING already * given our readers a fummary view 

of the two firft volumes of this work, it fhall be our 
prefent bufinefs to analyfe the third volume with the like 
brevity. 

In this volume the doétor treats of the animal part of the 
creation, and, profefledly, follows the method laid down by 
Linnaeus, in his Sy/fema Nature ; only in regard to infects 
and animalcules, he has eftablifhed a new method, and given 
them depominations of his own invention, as he had done 
before in regard to foffils and imperfect plants. Animals, 
then, being arranged under fix general feries, or families, 
this volume is divided into as many parts; the firft of which 
treats of animalcules and infects, the fecond of animals diftin- 
guifhed by the title of amphibious, the third of fhell fifth, 
the fourth of fifhe:, the fifth of birds, and the fixth wf 
quadrupeds. 

Part I. is divided into two books, of the firft of which 
animalcules, vifible only, by the affiftance of microfcopes, 
are the fubje&t, as infeéts are of the fecond. Of animalcules 
he eftablifhes three clafles; the firft comprehending thofe 
which have neither tails nor limbs, and therefore called 
gynnia; the fecond, thofe which have tails, but no vifible 
limbs, whence they are denominated ‘cercaria; and the 
third, thofe which from their having vifible limbs are called 
arthronia. Under each of thefe claffes, there are feveral 
fubordinate genera, which. have not only diftin@ names af- 
figned them, but are defcribed with much accuracy. Infeéts 
are likewife arranged under three general divifions, or feries. 

The firft is called aptcria, as comprehending thofe infects 
which have no “wings ; and of thefe there are two clafles, uiz. 
the apteria a) narthra. or thofe which have their bodies covered 
with a fofe {kin, and have no limbs; and the apteria podaria, 
or thofe with limbs. “Fhe fecond feries is called pteraria, 
as taking in all the winged infeéts, which are fubdivided into 
two clailes, wiz. the pteraria diptera, or thofe with two 
wings ; and the pteraria tetraptera, or thofe with four wings. 
The third and laft feries comprehends the naked infeéts, 
thence called gymuarthriat Under this divifion the naked 
fnails, and thofe animals improperly called zoophytes, are 
treated of, 
* Vid. Review for laf Month. 
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Part fecond, which treats of amphibious animals, is but 
fhort. In it we have a defcription, firft of ferpents, and 
then of the lizard-kind ; thefe being the two general fub- 
divifions of amphibious animals; the diftinguifhing characte- 
riftic of which is, that the former have no legs, and the latter 
always invariably four. Under the laft divifion, befides the 
lizards, are likewife comprehended the tortoife, frog, and 
toad. 

The hiftory of thell-fifh makes the fubje&t of the third 
part; and of thefe there are three feries, the firft compre- 
hending thofe with one fingle fhell, called untvalves and 
fimple fhells; the fecond, thofe with two fhells, called 
bivalves; and the third, thofe whofe fhells are compofed of 
feveral valves, or parts, and thence called mul/tivalves. 
Under each of thefe divifions, there are a great number of 
diftin& genera ; which are not only accurately defcribed, but 
the fpecies alfo enumerated. 

After the fhell-fifh, we have, in part fourth, the hiftory of 
fithes; which are divided into five feries, the firft of which, 
under the name of malacopterygii, contain thofe which haye 
their tails placed perpendicularly to the horizon, the rays of 
their fins bony and not pungent, and the gills officulated : 
the fecond, under the denomination ‘of acantbopterygti, com- 
prehends thofe with perpendicular tails, the rays of the fins 
bony and fharp or prickly, and the branchiz or gills officu-. 
Jated. The third feries comprehends the fifhes called dran- 
chiofiegi ; thefe have perpendicular tails, the rays of the fins 
bony, and the branchiz not officulated. Series fourth com- 
prehends thofe called chondrspterygii, which have perpendicu- 
Jar tails, but the rays of their fins are cartilaginous not bony. 
The fifth, and laft, feries, under the name of plagiuri, com- 
prehends thofe fifhes which have their tails placed in an ho- 
rizontal direétion ; which is (9 remarkable a character, that 
nothing farther is neceflary to diftinguifh the feries. Under 
each of thefe are comprehended many fubordinate genera, 
all which are defcribed in a very accurate manner. 

Birds make the fubje& of part fifth, and, from the fhape 
of their beaks, are conveniently arranged under fix clafles. 
The firft, under the name accipitres, comprehends all thofe 
which have their beaks uncinated, or hooked. The fecond 
takes in all thofe which have their beaks convex and com- 
prefied : thefe are called by the general name pice. The 
third contains thofe called anferes, which have the beak 
dentated, or ferrated, and the feet formed for {wimming. 
The fourth comprehends thofe with fubcylindric and obtufe 
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beaks, and called /colopaces. Clafs fifth comprehends thofe 
which have the beak of a conic form, but crooked, and the 
upper maxilla imbricated: thefe are denominated galling. 
The fixth clafs comprehends fuch birds as have the beak conic 
and attenuated, and are called pafferers. Under eachof thefe 
clafles, there are a great number of diftin&t genera, the fpecies 
of which are not only enumerated, but many of them de- 
fcribed at large. 

We come now to quadrupeds, which are treated of in part 
fixth. Thefe are likewife fubdivided into fix claffes, the firft of’ 
which comprehends the g/ires; or the rat-kind, diftinguifhed 
by having only two fore-teeth, and thofe prominent. Of 
the fecond clafs there are only two known genera, the myr- 
mecophaga and. manis ; diftinguifhed by the fingular charate- 
riftic of having no teeth: their tongue is large and cylindric. 
The third clafs comprehends the ape-kind, called by authors 
fylvia and anthropomorphe. ‘Thefe have four fore-teeth both 
in the upper and under jaw; and their teats are fituated, not 
on the belly, but on the breaft. Clafs fourth comprehends 
the fere, or beafts of prey ; the fore-teeth of which are fix 
each way, and the canine teeth are longer than the others. 
Clafs fifth takes in all the beafts of carriage and burden, called 
jumenta; diftinguifhed by having but few teeth, and thofe difpof- 
ed inan irregular manner. ‘The fixth, and laft clafs, compre- 
hends the pecora : thefe have no fore-teeth in the upper jaw ; 
thofe in the lower are fix or eight in number; the feet are 
covered with divided hoofs; and the teats are two, and 
fituated in the groin. 

Having thus explained the method obferved in the arrange- 
ment of animals into larger families, as well as fubordinate 
clafles, we fhall now give a fpecimen of the defcriptive part 
of the work ; and the inftance we have pitched upon for that 
purpofe is the defcription of the phenicopterus, or flamingo, 
which is as follows. 

The beak of the phaenicepterus is of a ftrange figure ; it is 
bent in fuch a manner as to appear as if broken, and is den- 
tated at the edges; and the lower chap is broader than the 
upper : this fingular ftru€ture of the beak excludes all other 
birds, from the genus of which there is therefore only the 
fingle fpecies, ufually known by the name phanicopterus, of 
flamingo. * 

This is one of the moft fingular birds in the world; it is 
very large, and moft remarkably tall: the body is but fmall, 
in proportion to the extreme length of the neck and legs: 
the head is very large, and remarkably rounded or promi- 
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nent, not flatted on the top: the eyes are large, and very 
bright and piercing in their afpect : the beak is of a very fin- 
ular figure and firudture 3 it is long, and very broad ; it 
firs as if broken toward the top, and the upper chap is de- 
refled and dentated, and the under one broad and thick: it 
is of a duiky blue throughout, except at the top, where it is 
lack. | 
? The head is white; the neck alfo and the body are white: 
the neck is of fuch a furprifing length, that that of a fwan 
appears fhort to it. 

The wings are fhort, but broad ; the long feathers of them 
are black, but the covering ones are all of the higheft fcarlet, 
and make a moft glowing appearance: the tail is fhort and 
inconfiderable ; the legs are wonderfully long; they exceed 
even the neck in length, and are robuft, and of a high 
{carlet colour; the toes are three before, and one behind ; 
and the three anterior ones are connected by a membrane, 
and are very long ; the hinder toe is fhort and inconfiderable. 

It is a native of many parts of the We/f-Indies and of 
Africa ; we have it fometimes in Europe, about the fea-coafts, 
but rarely. The flamingo feeds on fith, fhell-fith, and a 
variety of animals which frequent the fides of waters, as well 
as thofe which live in them; it is ufually feen wading up to 
the mid-leg, and the ufe of its length of neck is evident on 
thefe occafions, as it takes up any thing with eafe from the 
bottom at thefe depths. ‘The writers of all times have been 
acquainted wjth it, and we have an account from Pliny, that 
its tongue was efteemed by Apitius as one of the greateft of 
all delicacies at table: they have all called it, as we do, 
phuenicopterus. 
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ArT. 111%. ParapisE REGAINED. A poem in four books. 
To which is added, Samfon Agoniftes ; and poems upon feveral 
eccafions. The author JounN Mitton. A new edition, with- 
Notes of various authors, ty Thomas Newton, D: D. 
gto. 11. 5s. bound, Tonfon, &c. 


N the fecond volume of the Review, fome account was 
given of dr. Newton’s edition of Milton’s PARADISE 
Lost ; which having met with that approbation from the 
public it fo juftly merited, the dr. was encouraged to com- 


plete his undertaking by an edition of the reft of the poetical 
works of this immortal bard. 
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The fame method that was taken in the publication of 
the Paradife Loff, is purfued in this edition of the Paradife 
Regained and other poems; firft to exhibit the true and ge- 
nuine text, according to Milton’s own editions, and then to 
illuftrate it with notes critical and explanatory of various au- 
thors. Of the Paradife Regained and Samfon Agoniftes, there 
was only one edition in Milton’s life-time, in 1671. And 
this is here made the ftandard, correéting only what ‘it is 
{uppofed the author himfelf would have correéted. Of the 
other poems there were two editions in M/ilton’s life-time, the 
firft in 1645, before he was blind, and the other with fome 
additions in 1673. Of the afk there was likewife an edition 

publifh’d in 1637, by mr. Henry Lawes: and of this piece, 
oad feveral other poems, copies in A4Zz/ton’s own hand writing 
are preferved in the library of Trin. Col, Cambridge: and all 
thefe copies and editions, we are aflured, have been care- 
fully collated and compared together, the differences and va- 
riations are noted, and even the poet’s correétions and alte- 
rations in his manu(cript are {pecified, for the fatisfa€tion of 
the curious critical reader. From the manufcript the editor 
has now given us the plan of Paradife Loft, as the author 
firft defigned it, in the form of a tragedy, and likewife the 
fubjects which he had fketched out for other tragedies. Tho’ 
thefe plans were printed before, in mr. Birch’s life of Milton, 
prefixed to his Proje works; yet it was judged proper to re- 
print them from the manu (cript in this edition, as they bear 
a nearer yelation to the author’s poetical works. 

The notes that accompany this edition, are, like thofe 
upon the Paradife Lo/?, of various authors and of various 
kinds: but thefe, excepting only a few, were never printed 
before, and have therefore novelty to recommend them, as 
well as fome names of the firft rank in the republic of letters : 
particularly mr. Warlurton and mr. fertin. ‘The ingenious 
mr. Thyer of Manchefier hath allo continued his affiftance to 
our editior, who was'fo much obliged to him for his remarks 

upon the Paradife Lo?. Mr. Richardfon hath likewife com- 
municated his comment upon Lycidas, with marginal notes 
and obfervations on the other poems, together with a head 
of Milton done by his father, after a drawing of Cooper. 
Befides thefe, the editor acknowledges that he has. been farther 
flrengthened by recruits which were the more unexpected, as 
they were fent him from eee a whom he had no 
perfonal acquaintance. The rev. mr. Meadowcourt, who 
fome years ago publifh’d a critical ibieeie with notes 
upon the Paradi @ Regain’ d, hath tran{mitted fume __ 
cript 
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fcript remarks; and the rev. mr. Calton of Marton in Lin- 
colnfhire, hath contributed more to his affiftance, by a long 
correfpondence. To all thefe helps, dr. Newton has induftri- 
oufly added whatever he could glean up from other quarters, 
which might be any ways ufeful towards illuftrating his au- 
thor; and in the conclufion has added an index of the lefs 
common words, occafionally explainéd in the notes. 

Of the Latin poems, he juftly obferves, that tho’ they 
are not equal to feveral of his Englifh compofitions ; yet are 
they not without their merit. ‘¢ Tvhey are not, fays he, 
‘ acento, like-moft of the modern Latin poetry; there is 
‘ {pirit, invention, and other marks and tokens of a rifing 
* genius; for-it fhould be confidered, that the greater part 
¢ of them were written while the author was under twenty.’ 
The dr. adds, that they are printed correétly according to +’ 
Milton’s own editions in 1645 and 16733; and as they can * 
be read only by the leartied, there is the lefs occafion for any 
notes and obfervations upon them. 

The engravings with which this edition is decorated are 
but few in number, but moft of them are executed ina 
mafterly manner. d4ilton’s head, already mentioned, is en- 
graved by Vertue. ‘The plate prefixed to Paradife Regain’ d, 
reprefenting the Son of God in conference with the tempter, 
is an excellent piece, defigned by Hayman, the f{culpture by 
Miller. Samfon bemoaning his condition at the door of his 
prifon, with Dalilah and his friends about him, forms a 
ftriking fcene, richly delineated by Hayman; and engraved 
by that excellent mafter Grignion. From the fame hands we 
have alfo the two plates that accompany the L’ Allegro, and 
di Penferofo. Befide thefe we have only one other piece of 
fculpture, which reprefents the deliverance of the lady from 
Comus and his crew ; engraved by Ravenet, from mr. Hayman’s 


defign. Gg 





ART. Iv. Prefumptive arguments for the truth and divine au- 
thority of the chriftian religion. In ten fermons. To which is 
added, A fermon upon God’s moral government. By James 
Duchal, 44.4. 8vo. 5s. Millar. 


N thefe excellent fermons, our ingenious and candid au- 
thor, who appears to us to be well acquainted with the 
nature and defign, and to have imbibed the fpirit, of chrifti- 
anity, lays before his readers fome ftrong prefumptions of its 
truth and divine authority, arifing from the genius of our reli- 
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gion, as contained in the New Teftament, and the characters 
of our Saviour and his apoftles, as they are to be colle&ed 
from it, He does not infift upon thofe arguments that are 
taken from prophecies and miracles to prove that the chriftian 
religion is from God, but leads the thoughts of his readefs ta 
fome internal characters of the truth of it, which, if they 
fhould not appear to be direé& proofs, muft certainly be allow- 
ed to be ftrong prefumptions. Through the whale of his 
work there is fo much modefty, candour, and good fenfe, as 
does honour to the caufe he efpoufes, and cannot but recom- 
mend his performance to every confiderate and unprejudiced 
reader. 

In his firft fermon he canfiders our Saviour’s general cha 
racter: he obferves, that we find every thing excellent -in it ; 
exalted piety, perfect fimplicity of fpirit, a greatnefs of mind 
which became the Son of God, the utmoft meeknefs and low- 
linefs of heart, and, what crowns all, tranfcendent benevo- 
lence. After this he takes occafion to fhew, that the apof- 
tles were incapable of framing fuch a character as that of our 
Saviour; fuch a grand defign to be ferved by him; fuch 
means of ferving it; and of fupporting fuch a character thro’ 
innumerable incidents and {peeches, as they are recorded in the 
gofpel, 

Having, in his firft fermon, treated concerning our Saviour’s 
general character, the great ends he came to ferve, and the 
meafures which he purfued for attaining to them, and {hewn that 
the accounts, which the facred writers have given us of their 
matter, are not their own inventions, but true and fimple re- 
prefentations of facts, our worthy author proceeds, in his fe- 
cond and third, to confider more particularly our Lord’s cha» 
sacter as a teacher of morality. 

In entering upon this argument, he takes occafion to enquire 
what is to be expected from a teacher, fent by God to inftrué 
mankind in morality, and obferves very juftly, that fuch ateacher 
muft proceed upon the foundation which the Author of na- 
ture hath laid ; that original powers or principles, new fimple 
ideas or fenfations, are not to be expected from him ; and that 
his proper office is to eftablifh confcience upon the throne, as 
the fupreme governing power in man, to deliver mankind 
from thofe prejudices which {pring from evil affections, cuftom 
and human authority, to teach them to avoid evil, to peint 
out to them their duty, and thus bring them back to the 
fimplicity of truth, and a juft fenfe of moral@bligation. He 
now goes on to apply this to our Saviour’s inftruétions in mo- 
yality; makes fome general obferyations concerning the whole 
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of our duty, as Chrift and his apoftles have fet it before us; 
confiders fome of thofe principal things whlch are moft effen- 
tial to a good and happy life, and concludes the fubject in the 
lowing manner. : 

7 : ha to apply this fhort account of the chriftian morality, 
fays he, ‘ to the main purpofe of this difcourfe, the author of 
‘ ‘thefe laws and inftru@tions hath appeared in the world in the 
character of a teacher fent of God, and as having authority 
from him to infruét and give laws to mankind. And is 
there not great reafon to believe him in this? To fhew, 
that there is, let it be confidered, that it muft be looked 
upon as a great advantage to mankind, to have clear di- 
reGtions in their duty given them as laws from God, and 
under the fanétion of his authority. This, I think, will 
not be difputed. Men, indeed, without any thing external 
of this kind, may be fenfible of moral obligation; and per- 
fons of clear underftanding, who will attend and give pains, 
may go agreat length in the knowledge of their dutyin the 
feveral relations of life; their confciences, if juftice be 
done to thefe facred powers, will teach them a great deal. 
Still, muftit not be greatly advantageous to the world, to 
be put under a difcipline, which may be eafily underftood 
by all, comprehending all which is neceflary to ferve the 
purpoles of morality and religion; and al) this inforced by 
the interpofition of exprefs divine authority ? So that even 
the fimple and unlearned may not only fully underftand 
what he is to do, that he may attain to a happy life, and 
what are the terms of his acceptance with God ; but more~ 
over is to act under this impreffion upon his mind, that this 
is revealed to him, as the law and will of his maker, and 
that upon fubmitting to it dependeth his title to his maker’s 
favour ; as his being rebellious againft it will expofe him to 
difpleafure, and indignation, and dreadful punifhment. No 
man furely will difpute it, that to have all this laid before 
men clearly, isa great advantage. 

* Now the author of our religion profefleth, that he was 
the Son of God, and fent of him, as for other purpofes, fo 
particularly, to teach men their duty, and to lead them in 
the way of falvation. And we may fee, that, as a teacher 
and law-giver, he hath acted his part like one, who 
thoroughly underftood human nature and morality, as well 
as an ingenuous friend to mankind: that he hath delivered 
to the world a difcipline, which fully anfwereth all the ends 
of moral difcipline, and by whjch the obedient will be con- 
ducted to thei: fupreme good. And that, in the whole ef 
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his inftrutions, he neither aims nor could aim at any thing, 
but to make his difciples worthy and happy. His fpirit, in 
every inftance, favoureth of fimplicity and fincerity, and of 
the greateft goodnefs. And can any man ferioufly and fo- 
berly judge, that he was an impoftor ! The pureft and beft 
and moft perfect difcipline delivered to the world, with the 
moft excellent fpirit, and the author an impoftor! A 
teacher, who excelleth all that ever were, and from whom 
we have all, which could be rationally expeéted from a 
teacher fent of God: and yet to be accounted of as one of 
the worft charaters ! 

‘ But tet the fuppofition be made, that chriftianity is an 
impofture ; yet ft.ll let men of ingenuity attend to the pre- 
cepts of it, (of whichI have given a compendious account) 
and is there any one of them but what their confciences muft 
approve? If they mean to be good and worthy, muft they 
not find themfelves under a neceffity of walking according to 
thefe precepts ? Can they frame an idea of any thing more 
excellent than the true chriftian fpirit ? And do not the in- 
ftructions, which we have in the New Teftament, con- 
cerning piety towards God, the almighty, infinitely wife 
and gracious parent of the univerfe, and the righteous moral 
governor of it, to whom we owe unreferved duty and obe- 
dience, and upon whom is all our dependance; concerning 
juftice and good-will to mankind, and the exercife of all 
the focial virtues; concerning purity of tafte and manners, 
and freedom from the tyranny of lufts, and the evil fpirit 
of this world ; inftru€tions, which convey the moft liberal 
and generous fentiments, and form the fpirit into the moft 
excellent and divine temper: do not thefe inftructions, [ 
fay, as foon as they are propofed and ferioufly attended to, 
enter deeply into the heart, and approve themfelves to the 
confcience ; fo that every man mutt fee and be convinced, 
that if ateacher were really fent of God, he muft deliver 
juft fuch inftructions ? He muft fee, that if he will be a 
worthy and a good man, he muft follow this courfe of life, 
and no other; and that no other can recommend him to 
his maker, or anfwer the true ends of his being. He muft 
therefore be determined to a& according to the precepts of 
the gofpel. And if he will not believe, that our Saviour 
was a teacher fent of God, his mind, one would think, 
muft, in this refpeét, be ina ftate not a little unnatural. ¢¢ I 


‘¢ will, and 1 muft conform myfelf to the precepts of chri- 
¢ ftianity in all things ; but I will not believe, that thefe pre- 
*S eepts are laws of God, nor that the wilh was fent by 
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t% him; though, with all the ftrongeft evidences of purity | 
«< and integrity of fpirit, which can be given in any fuch dif- 
‘¢ cipline, he affureth me, that he was fo fent; and that 
<¢ what he teacheth is by divine authority. iy I fhould moft 
< earneftly with, that any, who do not believe revelation, 
‘ would argue this point folemnly and ferioufly wich their owh 
hearts. Concerning the obligation to conform our lives 
and tempers to the dictates of chriftianity, there can be no 
ueftion: confcience, in an ingenuous mind, muft prevent 
all fuch debates: the only queftion is, whether this great 
teacher was fent of God, and cloathed with his authority, 
or not ? Now why fhould we not give credit to him, whom, 
as a teacher, we muft embrace and fubmit to? To fay, 
that if we do what we ought to do, it is of no confequence, 
whether we believe him fent of God or not, is ridiculous ; 
for, if he be fo fent, furely ingenuity will inftantly fuggeft, 
that the greateft refpeét and regard is due to him under that 
charafler. And fuch an interpofition in favour of mankind, 
in a moft corrupt and degenerate flate, is an expreffion of 
the goodnefs of God, which demandeth the utmoft grati- 
tude on our part. Befides, that by believing in our Saviour, 
and embracing as truth, what he hath taught us concerning 
himfelf ; the part, which he acted on earth, the part, which 
he now aéteth in heaven, and which he will act at the great 
day ; the promifes, which he hath given us, and the reve- 
lations, which he hath made; we are furnifhed with fome 
very ftrong motives to obedience, and which are admirably 
fitted to work upon the ingenuity of the heart. So that it 
is of the greateft confequence to us, that we believe him ferit 
of the father. And if it be fo, then it becometh us, with 
great diligence, to inquire into the evidences of this, and to 
fettle the point in our own minds. Let any man ef common 
candour try, whether he can bring the'ideas of our Saviour’s 
character and that of an impoftor and deceiver, to accord 
in his mind. Or whether any thing fhould prevent. his 
giving credit to our Saviour’s teftimony concerning himfelf, 
but an apparent impoflibility, that the fupreme Being fhould 
give any perfon fuch a commifficn, or cloath him with fuch 
authority? And furely, no man will pretend to demonftrate 
fuch an impoffibility. : 
* When a perfon perufeth the laws of chriftianity with at- 
tention, and confidereth the tendency of them, and thofe 
ends of life, which this religion has clearly fet before him, 
he cannot but conceive a very favourable opinion of tHe 
* author of it. Put when he hath atually given himfelf ap 
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to this difcipline, and confcientioufly endeavoureth to con 
form himfelf to the laws of Chrift, and by the affiftance of 
God’s good fpirit, with fuceefs, that the true chriftian 
temper obtaineth in him, and that the ends of thofe good 
laws are in fome good meafure anfwered ; it is not poflible, 
but that the mind fhou!d find eafe and fatisfaction. A man, 
reflecting ferioufly, findeth himfelf in that ftate, which it 
is the declared purpofe of all moral difcipline to ferve, 
True and fincere, though imperfect, piety, purity, good- 
nefs, and all worthy affections prevailing in him, and, ac- 
cording to the condefcending and gracious terms of falvation 
declared in the gofpel, the moft pleafing and comfortable 
hopes attending them, all thefe place him in a ftate, in 
which true excellency confifteth, and from which the pureft 
and moft {table felf-enjoyment muft flow. When he hath 
examined this ftate of his mind with the greateft attention, 
and in the moft cool and deliberate temper, this muft ap- 


pear to his reflecting thoughts undoubted truth. It is nota. 


vain enthufiaftic imagination, which, having got the better 
of found fenfe and reafon, createth to hima chimerical pa- 
radife: but, if there be any foundation for morality at all, 
if their be a right and a wrong, a good and an evil; if 
there be any difference between what is true, and pure, 
and lovely, and the contrary ; if there be a fovereign moral 
ruler, who attendeth to our actions, and will interpofe to 
reward and punifh, according to the moral quality of them ; 
if there be, in fine, fuch a thing as moral excellency, at 
which we ought to aim as the higheft attainment : then furely 
he muft be right in his conduét and ftate, and therefore muft 
be happy. Nor can he devife any thing to make him more 

rfe& and happy, than a patient continuance in that courfe 
of life and action, which chriftianity hath marked out to 
him ; but may fay to himfelf with the utmoft affurance, that 
he cannot err, that he cannot be in delufion, in embracing 
and purfuing the tendency of this religion. And as, in 
believing, that it is of divine authority, he ftrengtheneth 
his own fenfe of obligation to obey the laws of it, and 
addeth greatly to his own comfort; fo this will and muft 
be a ftrong inducement to him to believe, if he can fee 
good reafon to believe ; and having found this in the direct 
proofs and evidences, that Chrift was fent of God, he will 
reft fatished. But indeed from that very temper and ftate 
of mind, which chriftianity produceth in him, a ftrong pre- 
fumption in favour of the author of it is unavoidably fug- 


© gefted ; and hard it will be for him to perfuade himfelf, that 
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the perfon, to whom he oweth this difcipline, was an im- 
* poftor. 

a dae it be farther obferved, with what an honeft negli- 
© gence, a perfon, in this ftate of mind, muft bear objections 
raifed againft chriftianity, taken only from little circum- 
ftances ; or things not material to the great delign of it, of 
which men given to difputation may feem to make a great 
deal. The fenfe of what it hath produced, and the pre- 
fumption in its favour arifing from that, will not be over- 
come by fuch objections. Truth, indeed, by a candid 
mind will always be embraced, and no valuable intereft will 
ever fuffer by it. So that if the evidences of the truth and 
divine authority of the chriftian religion could be clearly 
overthrown, an honeft and fair mind muft then give it up : 
but when there is fuch ftrong proof, that Chrift was fent of 
God ; objedtions raifed, at fuch a diftance of time from the 
great facts, or taken, perhaps, from fome things not at all 
effential to the religion of Chrift, which are hard to be un- 
derftood, however by men of fubtile minds plaufibly urged, 
will very little avail. And he, who, being a fincere believer, 
hath, as the Apoftle ‘Fobn fpeaketh, the witne/s in bimfelf, 
will not find reafon to be greatly moved by them. 

© Nothing can be more natural, than for a believer to reafon 
after this manner, with a perfon, who would perfuade him 
to renounce chriftianity.—W hat is it you would have me 
to do? Would you have me to ceafe to love my maker, to 
adore and worfhip, to ferve and obey, and in all things to 
fubmit myfelf to him ? Or would you have me to ceafe to 
love my neighbour, to be benevu lent, generous, and liberal, 
tender-hearted, juft, and faithful? Would you have me to 
give up purity, charity, temperance, moderation, and all 
the difcipline of the mind, which | fee is neceflary to make 
me what I ought to be? Would you have me not to purfue, 
what I clearly perceive to be the very end of my being? 
and to defert a ftate the moft honourable, worthy, and 
happy, which human nature can be in? Surely, this cannot 
be your meaning. Now, if I am to bea worthy, an honeft 
and a good man, I muft ftill conduét life as I have hitherto 
* done, under the influence of the chriftian faith, profefs what 
‘ Iwill. Whatis it then you require? That I fhould no 
* longer believe, that Jefus Chrift was fent of God; or had 
* any authority to give thefe laws, which are contained in the 
“ New Teftament? But if I am certainly to obey thefe laws, 
* whether I believe the author of them was fo fent or not, my 
* believing, that he was fent of God, which muft naturally 


* engage 
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engage me to be more obfervant of my duty, will be a real 
advantage tome. At-the fame time, I fee I have all the’ 


* reafon in the world to believe, that the author of thefe laws 


did not intend to impofe upon mankind in any inftance ; 
and as he claimeth regard and fubmiflion, as being fent by 
the father, fo the difcipline, which he Hath taught, and de-- 
livered to the world, is perfectly worthy of a perfon in fuch 
a character, and of one cloathed with divine authority: fo 
that I cannot but be difpofed to give him credit. Such 
wifdom, fuch purity, fuch juft and fublime reprefentations 
of the ends of human life, and of what is laid up for the 
righteous, fuch grace to mankind, fuch terms of acceptance 
as our Saviour hath declared, fuch an abftraGtednefs from the 
world, and independance on all things temporal, as he hath 
fhewed, and which he taught all his difciples,—thefe furely 
have nothing in them, which favoureth of impofture. If 
we fhall fuppofe the moft friendly and upright mind to have 
really defcended from heaven, to be the teacher of mankind, 
he muft on the whole have taught as our Saviour did. And 
why fhould I not receive his teflimony, the receiving of — 
which can, in no refpect, obitruct, but greatly aideth me in 
my progrefs towards that perfection, which is my higheft 
aim in life ? If all this fhould be leoked upon as no more than 
prefumption, yet it will be acknowledged to be a ftrong 
prefumption ; and in which the mind may reft perfectly fe- 
cure againft fuffering by it in any refpect. 

¢ I fhall conclude this difcourfe with one very natural in- 
ference from what hath been faid, and which may be very 
properly addrefled to believers ; namely, that one way to be- 
come eftsblifhed in the chriftian faith is to be diligent in the 
practice of chriftianity ; to give the greateft pains in fub- 
duing all irregular affeCtions, and in cultivating thofe, which 
are good and worthy ; in doing good, and bringing forth 
the fruits of righteoufnefs. “The purer the heart and the 
life aré, the more difcerning the moral eye will be. And 
as corrupt affections bribe and biafs the underftanding, and 
pervert the judgment ; fo purity and goodnefs of heart pre- 
pare the mind for acting its part with impartiality, and for 
judging aright. But what is principally to my purpofe is, 
that men, who conform their tempers and aétions to the 
precepts of chriftianity, and attain to the holy and divine 
life, muft have, in themfelves, a witnefs to the happy ten- 
dencies, blefied effects, and to the importance of that reli- 
gion; a witne’s, which other men have not. They muft 
be fenfible, that they are in a right ftate, and enjoy human 
3 * nature 
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nature and human life in the beft manner. And furely, no- 
thing will more contribute to eftablith the mind in believing, 
than this. The dire€&t evidences of the truth and divine 
authority of the religion of Jefus, from prophecies and 
miracles, are ftrong and convincing to the Judgment : but 
it is the experimental fenfe of what that religion iS, and what : 
it produceth, which filleth the mind with peace and joy in 
believing. ‘That we may therefore be firm believers, and 
hold faft our confidence, let us endeavour to be fincere and 
eminent in the chriftian prastice.’ re 

Our author’s fourth fermon contains feveral judicious obfer- 
vations upon our Saviour’s laft difcourfes with his difciples : 
he points out the manifold abfurdities which muft follow the 
fuppofition that thefe difcourfes are not genuine, and makes it 
appear that they are fo much in character, fo worthy of our 
great Lord and mafter, and breathe fuch a fpirit, as furnifhes 
a ftrong argument for the truth and divine authority of the 
chriftian religion. 

In his fifth and fixth fermons he takes a view of the life and 
chara€ier of the apoftle Paul, endeavouring to fhew, in the 
former, that he was no impoftor, and, in the latter, that he 
was no enthufiaft. 

The feventh fermon contains fome obfervations on St. 
Paul’s defcription of the man of fin. Our author makes it 
appear, that the papal hierarchy anfwers exaé¢tly to this de- 
fcription ; and that there is no poffible way of accounting for 
the apoftle’s knowledge of it, without having recourfe to the 
infpiration of the Almighty. 

In the eighth fermon the chara&er and writings of fhe 
apoftle ‘fohn are confidered. In difcourfing upon this fubjeét, 
mr. Duchal endeavours to fhew, in the firft place, that the 
religion of Chrift, as ‘fohn hath reprefented it, is very worthy 
of fuch a teacher fent of God. After this he proceeds to 
make fome remarks upon the fimplicity and artlefs manner in 
which the author writes ; and concludes with laying before 
us what may be collected from thefe things in favour of chri- 
ftianity. 

The debates among chriftians in the apoftolic age make the 
fubject of the ninth fermon; wherein our author endeavours 
to thew, that there is nothing which favours of falfhood or 
diffimulation in the manner in which the apoftles conduéted 
themfelves, and carried on their defign; but, on the contra- 
ry, the ftrongeft appearances of truth and fincerity. 

_In the tenth fermon he takes occafion to fhew, that the 
liberty of enquiring into, and judging concerning the truth in 


matters 
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matters of religion, which is eftablifhed in the New Tefta- 
ment, and our being accountable in thefe matters only to 
God, is a ftrong prefumptive argument of the truth of chri- 


ftianity. | h 
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Art. v. Bifhop Burnet’s hiffory of his own time. From the 
refloration of King Charles II. to the conclufion of the treaty 
of peace at Utrecht, in the reign of Queen Anne. To which 
1s prefixed, A fummary recapitulation of affairs in church and 
State, from King James I. to the reftoration in 1660. To 
gether with the author’s life by the editor. And fome expla- 
natory notes. The whole revifed and corrected by him. In 
Four Volumes. 8vo. Vol. 1. 5s. in boards. Millar. 


N this edition, which is a very handfome one, the two vo- 
lumes in folio are to be reprinted, at the price of one pound 
for the four oétavos, few’d in boards; one volume is to be 
publifhed on the firft of every month, till the whole is com- 
pleated: the firft volume was publifhed the beginning of laft 
month. To this the author’s life is prefixed, with notes by 
the editor *, from the fecond volume ef the folio edition 3 
and with an head of the bifhop, finely engraved by Ravenet, 
We do not find that there are any notes in this volume 
that the world has not already feen in the folios; whatever 
there may be in the three fubfequent ones: yet there is one 
that we do not remember to have noticed before, and which 
contains the following charge upon the memory of the fa- 
mous earl of Clarendon. 

The bifhop, in mentioning the fale of Dunkirk, that eternal 
reproach on the reign of King Charles II. takes notice, that, 
tho’ the blame of that job was chiefly caft upon the earl of Cla- © 
rendon ; yet bis fon, fays the bifhop, a/fured me, he kept himfelf 
eut of that affair entirely. ‘T,o this paflage we have the 
following note. ‘* By monfieur d’ E/rades’s letters, publifhed 
‘< fome years after the author’s | bifhop Burnet’s] deaths 
¢ i¢ fhould feem that the earl of Clarendon had a confiderable 
‘¢ fhare in that negociation.”’ 

Thofe who are acquainted with the character of monfieur 
d’Eftrades, know very well, that the evidence of that cele+ 
brated minifter is not to be lightly regarded : though in what 
terms he mentions lord Clarendon’s fhare in the Dunkirk-bufi- 
nefs, we do not remember, not having lately looked into his 

memoirs. 
® The late-worthy Judge Burner, 
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memoirs. But if it be really true that the earl was concerned 
in that bafe bargain, he muft have been, in this inftance at leaft, 
a weaker than, (to give his fault no harfhér an expfeflion) 
than the moderate of all parties have hitherto thought him to 
be: for, furely, fuch a tranfaétion was worthy only of thofe 
favourite minilters of that diffolute prince; his miffreffes, artd 
their creatures; among whom the money raifed thereby, is faidy 
upon good authority, to have been fquander’d ! G 





—_—— 


Art. vi. The works of Chriftina gueeh of Sweden, Con- 
taining maxims and fentences, i” twelve centuries; and re- 
flexions on the life and a@ions of Alexander the Great. 
Now firft tranflated from the original French. To which 1s 
prefixed, an account of ber life, charaéter, and writings, by 
the tranflator. 12mo. 28. 6d. bound. Wilfon and 
Durham. 


HE account given by our tranflator, of this celebrated 

princefs, is but a flight fketch ; the reader being refer- 
red for a fuller detail, to thé memoirs concerning her, pub- 
lifhed laft year in French, in two volufies quarto. Fiom 
which work this volume is extracted. 

Chriftina was the only furviving iffue of the great Gu/favus 
Adolphus. Shefucceeded to the throné of her father, at the 
age of 18; anid, teri years after, to the world’s great furprizey 
fhe refigned her crown, changed her religion,, and fixed her 
relidence at Remé, where fhe died, in 1689, aged 63. Vol- 
taire endeavours to affign the motives that induced het maje- 
sa Sa fo extraordinaty a ftep.—See Age of Lewis XIV. 

ol. I. 

This princefs is faid to havé beeri a woman of vety uhcom- 
fnon learning: but we are forewhat irclined to think, that 
much of her reputation, in this refpect, is derived from the 
gratitude of the Jiterati of hér time 3 of Whom fhe was a great 
favourer. ‘That fhe underftood feveral languages, (not fewer 
than eight, according to Voltaire, and eleven, according to 
our tranflator) is a fact not to be difputed; but neither her 
pe ots life, nor her writings, do that honour to her un- 
re "Ci which adulation has thought fit to pay to het 

The only works fhe has left us; are Ket maxims, ahd het 
teflexions on Alexander the Great; with fome occafional leu 
ters, either relating to her own affairs, or to her correfpond- 


etice with learned ¥ in ftali 
Vea Vit men; and “— fongs in /talian, — 
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made for the opera of Endymion: all which are to be found 
in the two volumes of memoirs above mention’d. 

The tranflator of the book now before us, characterizes 
this queen of Sweden, as one of the va/fef? and moft univer- 
fal geniufes that ever appeared ; and looks upon her maxims as 
one of the moft valuable prefents in its kind, that hath been made 
to the public fince the days of SOLOMON. Whether the queen’s 
performance deferves fo favourable a judgment, we leave our 
reads to pronounce, after we have felected fome of the moft 
ftriking of thefe fentences for their perufal.—v7z. 

¢ One cannot be happy, without being wife, juft, and 
© brave. 

‘ ?T is a kind of agreeable fervitude to be obliged to thofe 
6 we elteem. 7 

« Ability and courage never lie. 

* Men would never be betrayers nor liars, if they were not 
© weak. 

© People love thofe to whom they have done good offices ; 
© and hate thofe to whom they have done injuries. | 

« Among the philofophers, Socrates, Plato, Ariftotle, Dio- 
¢ genes, Epicurus, and Epictetus chiefly merit admiration. 

‘ Thofe that accufe Epicurus of being voluptuous, would 
© be chafter than they are, and die of hunger, if they lived 
€ as he did. 

‘ We often do people wrong, in doubting of their pro- 
‘ bity; but we do ourfelves greater wrong, if we doubt 
* it not. 

‘ A prince ought feldom to pardon thofe that deferve pu- 
© nifhment. 

‘ To fpare the wicked, is the greateft cruelty. 

© The wicked are made to be punifhed. 

© Whatever has an end, is not infupportable. 

¢ To love animals, and to have pity upon them, is a mark 
© of a good difpofition. 

¢ Animals furnifh a thoufand topics to philofophize upon. 

¢ That famous maxim, Know thy/e/f, which fome would 
¢ make the fource of all human wifdom, is only the fource of 
© human mifery.’ 

Thus far there is nothing fo very ftriking as to deferve ex- 
traordinary applaufe, or fo mean as to be cenfured with con- 
tempt ; and thefe adages, though few in number, are, in our 
opinion, a fufficient {pecimen of the genius and fpirit of all ; 
exclufive of the ftrange dogmata which this royal author has 
given us concerning religion. For example: 


¢ Tho 
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€ Tho’ God had made us on purpofe to burn in hell eternally, he 
¢ would not therefore lefs deferve our love and adoration.’ 

Can fo monftrous an affertion need any refutation? What 
follows, relating to the church to which her majefty became 
a convert, is equally rational. 

‘ We ought blindly to fubmit to the church of Rome; it 
¢ js the only oracle by which God explains himfelf. 

‘ We ought to believe the myfteries of our religiotis 
¢ without diving into them. : | 

¢ Without the pale of the church of ‘Rome there is no fal- 
¢ yation; it is the only oracle we ought to confult.’ 

But, notwithftanding the piety of thefe fentiments, her ma- 
jefty, with her ufual inconfiftency, (for fhe has hatdly one 
maxim without its oppofire, to contradi€t and overturn it) 
often talks in a very different ftrain; and is not that paflive 
devotee fhe would fometimes be thought. For inftance:  . 

‘ Sermons rarely perfuade ; people for the moft part go out 
* from them the fame they went in. 

© To love God and our neighbour is true devotion; all the 
« reft is but grimace. 

‘ Thofe who intend to be known to God only, have no 
© need of fpiritual dire€tors. 

‘ God fpeaks to man by nature, by reafon, and by truth.’ 

Queen Chriftina’s piece, entitled, Reflexions on the life and 
actions of Alexander the Great, is, in truth, an * UNFINJSH- 
‘ED FRAGMENT, as our tranflatot words it: he adds, 
* but not without beauty and worth, and richly merits to be 
* preferved.’ Here again we muft beg leave to declare out 
diflent from his judgment, whofe admiration of his authors 
puts us in mind of the following humorous and excellent lines 
of mr. Pope : 


*Tis from high life high characters are drawn 3 
A faint in crape is twice a faint in lawn; 
A judge is juft, a chanc’lor jufter {till ; 
A gownman, learn’d ; a bifhop; what you will; 
Wife, if a minifter; bur, if a king; 
More wifes more learn’d; more juf, more ev'ry thing. 
? 
It muft be granted, that the queen of Sweden's obfervatioris 
on Alexander's life and conduét, are generally expreffed in a 
fprightly animated manner, and in a ftile not altogether unr 
equal to the dignity of the fubje€&t: but judgment was not the 
talent of this princefs. She feems to have been moft paffiors 
ately enamour’d of the charaéter of the Grecian conqueror 3 
and, like him, to have egregioufly miftaken the notion of teud 
Da glory § 
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gloty ; which furely does not fpring from the flaughter and 
deftruction of our fellow creatures ; from ruining empires, and 
involving whole nations in flavery! Aacedonia’s madman * 
knew no greater delight than this; nor fought any higher ho- 
nours, than thofe which were only to be acquired by a life 
{pent in rapine and butchery. Where philanthropy and uni- 
ver(al benevolence are wanting, courage is only brutality, and 
power acurfe upon the earth: the objects of dread and horror, 
‘not of efteem and praife. 

There is fcarcely an extravagance of Alexander, which 
Chriftina does not approve, or folly that fhe does not excufe, 
or crime that fhe does not palliate. Let the reader then judge 
how richly fuch a performance can merit prefervation. Can 
the infpiring young princes with an emulation of Alexander's 
character, be deemed a matter of public utility >—Of the fa- 
tal effects of this, the world hath feen an unhappy inftance, 
in the hiftory of one of Chriftina’s fucceflors, Charles XII. of 
Sweden. 

The tranflator indeed tells us, that, tho’ the queen’s prin- 
cipal defign in thefe Reflextons, &c. is to fhew Alexander to 
have been the greate/? of all men; yet that fhe ceafes not to 
blame him on many occafions, as freely as fhe commends him 
warmly upon the whole. But we find her very fparing 
of her cenfure ;' and indeed it is fomewhat abfurd to talk much 
of blaming the greateff of all men. 

But it is not ftrange that Chri/fina fhould fele&, for her fa- 
vourite, fuch a character as that of Alexander, from among all 
the heroes of antiquity. She herfelf indeed feems to have very 
little of the fofter fex in her conftitution. And one would almoft 
be tempted to call in queftion the reality of her having any 
thing more of the woman about her than the name: but we 
fhall leave our readers to their own reflexions on this head, 
from the extract we fhall prefent them with, of a letter pre- 
fixed to this book, intitled, Some paffages concerning the per- 
fon, charaéter, manner of living, and government of Chriftina 
Queen of Sweden. From the Latin of father Mannerfchied, 
@ Jefuit, dated at Stockholm, December 10. 1653. 

‘ Iam an eye-witnefs, fays the father, of what I write of 
© her. I have had the honour of being often in her compa- 
* ny; and of receiving a coftly prefent from her, to wit, a 
* golden chain, and her medal. She is low in ftature: her 
* forehead is large ; her eyes very full and bright, and withal 
* very lovely. Her nofe is aquiline, her mouth midling wide 
* and handfome. She hath nothing feminine about her but 
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the fex. Her voice is mafculine, and fo is her manner of 
fpeaking, her movement and gefture. I fee her on horfe- 
back almoft every day: and tho’ fhe fits in her faddle as 
ladies do, yet fhe fhakes and bends her body in fuch a man- 
ner, as that one who is not very near her, would take her 
for a man her fkirts alone difcover her to be a woman, 
She keeps but one foot in the ftirrup, and yet fhe rides fo 
hardily, that none are able to keep up with her.—Her rid- 
ing garb is fo very plain, that I can fcarce believe it is worth 
four or five ducats. At court, fhe wears cloaths fo very 
plain, that I fcarce faw any gold or filver about her, but a 
fingle ring. She takes no manner of care in decking her 





_perfon ;. fhe adjufts her hair but once a week, and fome- 


times only once a fortnight. On Sundays fhe fpends half 
an hour in dreffing, on week-days fcarce a quarter. I haye 
fometimes, when I was difcourfing with her, feen her fmock* 
ftained with many fpots of ink, occafioned by her writing 
much; and even fometimes torn. When fhe is advifed to 
beftow more pains in adorning her perfon, fhe fays that it 
is an idle employment. She allots three or four hours to 
fleep and never more. She goes to bed very late, and rifes 
early. I have known her live in this manner conftantly for 
eighteen months together. When fhe rifes in the morning, 
fhe fpends five hours in reading various books. $he thinks 
herfelf a martyr when fhe is obliged to eat in public. At 
other times fhe never fits above half an hour at table; fhe 
drinks water only.—I have feen her often at meals, and ob- 
ferved the difhes fhe ate of ; they were always plain; the 
reft were fent off untouched. I have heard her fay the ne- 
ver was difturbed by any thing; that fhe knows nothing fo 
important, fo crofs, or fo noxious, that could rob her of 
her tranquillity of mind. She fays, that fhe regards death no 
more than fleep. In the fevereft winter fhe goes out into 
the fields, in the dead of night, fometimes four and fome- 
times fix hours together.’ 

The foregoing extracts fufficiently fhew the mafculine come 


plexion of this princefs; who, neverthelefs, (tho’ not form’d 
to captivate the hearts of thofe who admire the ladies, on ac- 
count of the natural charms and acquired accomplifhments of 
the fex) appears to have poflefled uncommon abilities for go- 
vernment: at leaft if we may credit, this letter-writer, who 
goes on as follows. 


D 3 ¢ She 


* This letter-writer, or his tranflator, would have made a very 


fuitable fecretary to fo polite a princels, 


































38 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


¢ She allots her mornings to public affairs, and goes every 
€ day to the fenate, or rather to her council, I have known 
‘ her, immediately after being let blood, go to the council, 
and there remain five hours. She was once in a feverith 
* condition for twenty-eight days together ; and yet never in 
all that time omitted the management of public affairs.—~ 
She adminifters and finifhes all public bufinefs herfelf. ‘The 
¢ ambafladors tranfaét every thing with her in perfon, and are 
¢ remitted to no minifter or fecretary.—-—She is curious of 
knowing every thing that relates to government. She reads 
all treaties concerning ftate-affairs, however tedious and 
prolix. I knew upon a certain occafion, that, when treaties 
were prefented to her, containing twenty-eight fheets, fhe 
read them over, and render’d them in Latin, and explained 
them to an ambaflador, in a very fhort fpace of time,—She 
cannot bear the mention of marriage; fhe fays fhe was born 
free, and will die free. In common converfation fhe is fo 
familiar, that one who is prefent would think her, J don’t 
fay not a queen, but not even a lady of diftinction; fhe 
touches thofe fhe talks to, prompts them to difcourfe, laughs 
and jokes freely ; and yet, to her own people, fhe is fo awful, 
that they ftand like znfants in her prefence.—She hath noble 
ladies in her court, but more for the fake of grandeur than 
ufe. §he feems to defpife them, and trufts al) affairs to men 
only. Nothing is hard to her; fhe fears neither cold, nor 
rain, nor heat, nor watching, nor any thing elfe. If fhe 
were at war with any nation, it is paft all doubt fhe would 
march againft the enemy in perfon.—Her memory feems to 
be more than human, She feems to be ignorant of no- 
thing, and to forget nothing. She tires out daily I know 
not how many fecretarigg, to whom fhe dictates ; and cor- 
rects, turns over and finifhes every-thing herfelf.’ 
Several other remarkable circumftances, concerning to this 
extraordinary lady, are related in this letter of father Manner- 
fchied; but the brevity of our work obligeth us to omit them: 
we have cited enough, however, to fhew, that, how un- 
qualihed foever this princefs was for a writer, efpecially on fpe- 
culative fubjeéts, fhe was undoubtedly a woman of very un- 
common parts, and extremely well qualified for properly 
and vigoroufly difcharging the duties of that important 
ftation, which fhe fo unaccountably quitted for a life of in- 
action : a life in which fhe was not formed by nature to 
fhine, or even to acquire the ordinary praife that thoufands of 


amiable and worthy women have delerved, whofe names are 
buried in oblivion. 
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Art. vit. A new paper, printed after the manner of the 
Rambler, at 2d. each number (containing 6 folio pages) bas 

* this month made its appearance; entitled, The Woruv. 
By Adam Fitz-Adam® Pudlifh’d ty mr. Dodiley. To be 
continued every Thurfday. 


E fhall give the frf number, which fomewhat ex- 
plains the author’s defign ; and the /econd, as a {pe- 
cimen of his execution. 


THURSDAY, January the 4th, 1753. N° I 


¢ At the village of Aronche, in the province of E/fremadura 
‘ (fays an old Spanifb author) lived Gonzales de Ca/tro, who 
from the age of twelve to fifty-two was deaf, dumb and 
blind. His chearful fubmiffion to fo deplorable a misfor- 
tune, and the misfortune itfelf, fo endeared him to the vil- 
lage, that to worfhip the holy virgin, and to love and 
ferve Gonzales, were confidered as duties of the fame im- 
portance; and to neglect the latter was to offend the 
former. | 

‘ It happened one day, as he was fitting at his door, and 
offering up his mental prayers to St. ‘fago, that he found 
himfelf, on a fudden, reftored to all the privileges he had 
loft. ‘The news ran quickly through the village, and old 
and young, rich and poor, the bufy and the idle, thronged 
round him with congratulations. 

* But as if the bleflings of this life were only given us for 
afflictions, he began in a few weeks to lofe the relifh of his 
enjoyments, and to repine at the pofleffion of thofe facul- 
ties, which ferved only to difcover to him the follies and 
diforders of his neighbours, and to teach him that the in- 
tent of fpeech was too often to deceive. 

* Though the inhabitants of Aronche were as honeft as 
other villagers, yet Gonzales, who had formed his ideas of 
men and things from their natures and ufes, grew offended 
at their manners. He faw the avarice of age, the prodi- 
gality of youth, the quarrels of brothers, the treachery of 
friends, the frauds of lovers, the infolence of the rich, the 
* knavery of the poor, and the depravity of all. Thefe, as 
‘ he faw and heard, he fpoke of with complaint; and en- 
* deavoured by the gentleft admonitions to warn men to 
$ goodnefs.’——« 
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§ and hated by his neighbours for pretending to be wifer and 
* better than themfelves ; and that he breathed out his foul 
¢ in thefe memorable words, that ** he who would enjoy 
«¢ many friends, and live happy in the world, fhould be deaf, 
$¢ dumb and blind to the follies and vices of it.” 

If candour, humility, and an earneft defire of inftruction 
and amendment were not the difinguifhing characteriftics 
of the prefent times, this fimple ftory had filenced-me as an 
author. But when every day’s experience fhews me, that 
our young gentlemen of fafhion are lamenting at every tavern 
the frailties of their natures, and confefling to one another 
whofe daughters they have ruined, and whofe wives they 
have corrupted ; not by way of boafting, as fome have igno- 
rantly imagined, but to be reproved and amended by their 
penitential companions: when | obferve too, that from an 
almoft-blameable degree of modefty, they accufe themfelves 
of more vices than they have conftitutions to commit ; I am 
led by a kind of impulfe to this work ; which is intended to 
be a public repofitory for the real frailties of thefe young 
gentlemen, in order to relieve them from the neceflity of 
fuch private confeffions. - 

The prefent times are no lefs favourable to me in another 
very material circumftance. It was the opinion of our an- 
ceftors, that there were few things more difficult, or that 
required greater {kill and addrefs than the {peaking properly 
of one’s felf. But if by {peaking properly be meant fpeaking 
fuccefsfully, the art is now as well known among us as that of 
printing or of ‘making gunpowder. 

Whoever is acquainted with the writings of thofe eminent 
practitioners in phyfic, who make their appearance either in 
hand-bills, or in the weekly or daily papers, will fee clearly that 
there is a certain and invariable method of fpeaking of one’s 
felf to every body’s fatisfaction. I fhall therefore introduce 
my own importance to the public, as near as ] can, in the 
manner and words of thofe gentlemen ; not doubting of the 
fame credit, and the fame advantages. 


ADVERRISEMENT, 


To be {poke with every thurfday at Tull’s head in Pall- 
mall, Adam Fiiz- Adam; who after forty years travel through 
all the parts of the known and unknown world ; after having 
inveftigated all fciences, acquired all languages, and entered 
into the deepeft recefles of nature and the paffions, is at laft, 
far the emolument and glory of his native country, returned 
to England; where he undertakes to cure all the difeafes of 
the 
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¢ne human mind. He cures lying, cheating, fwearing, drink- 
ing, gaming, avarice and ambition in the men ; and envy, 
flander, coquetry, prudery, vanity, wantonnefs and incon- 
ftancy in the women. He undertakes, by a fafe, pleafant 
and fpeedy method, to get hufbands for young maids, and 
good-humour for old ones. He inftru@s wives, after the 
eafieft and neweft fafhion, in the art of pleafing, and widows 
in the art 6f mourning. He gives common fenfe to philo- 
fophers, candour to difputants, modefty to critics, decency 
to men of fafhon, and frugality to tradefmen. For farther 
particulars enquire at the place above-mentioned, or of any 
of the kings and princes in Europe, Afta, Africa, or America. 

N. B. The doétor performs his operations by lenitives and 
alteratives ; never applying corrofives, but when inveterate 
ill habits have rendered gentler methods ineffectual. 

Having thus fatisfied the public of my amazing abilities, 
and having, no doubt, raifed its curiofity to an extraordinary 
height, I fhall defcend, all at once, from my doétorial dig- 
nity, to addrefs myfelf to my readers as the author of a weekly 
paper of amufement, called, The World. 

My defign in this paper is to rudicule, with novelty and 
good-humour, the fafhions, follies, vices and abfurdities of 
that part of the human fpecies which calls itfelf the Wortp, 
and to trace it through all its bufinefs, pleafures and amufe~- 
ments. But though my fubjects will chiefly confine me to 
the town, I do not mean never to make excurfions into the 
country ; on the contrary, when the profits of thefe lucubra- 
tions have enabled me to fet up a one-horfe chair, I fhall take 
frequent occafions of inviting my reader to a feat in it, and of 
driving him to fcenes of pure air, tranquility and innocence, 
from fmoke, hurry and intrigue. 

There are only two fubje&ts which, as matters ftand at 
prefent, I fhall abfolutely difclaim touching upon ; and thefe 
are.religion and politics. The former of them feems to be fo 
univerfally practifed, and the latter fo generally underftood, 
that to enforce the one, or to explain the other, would be to 
offend the whole body of my readers. To fay truth, I 
have ferious reafons far avoiding the firft of thefe fubjects, 
A weak advocate may ruin a good caufe. And if religion 
can be defended by no better arguments than fome I have 
lately feen in the public papers and magazines, the wifeft way, 
is to fay nothing about it. In relation to politics, I fhall only. 
obferve, that the minifter is not yet fo thoroughly acquainted 
with my abilities as to truft me with his fecrets. “he moment 
he throws afide his referve, I fhall throw afide mine, and 
Make the public as wife as myfelf. 















































ee 


42. The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


My readers will, I hope, excufe me, if hereafter they 

fhould find me very {paring of motto’s to thefe eflays. Iknow 
very well that a little Latin or Greek, to thofe who under- 
ftand no language but Engli/h, is both fatisfaétory and enter- 
taining. It gives anair of dignity to a paper, and is a con- 
vincing proof that the author is a.perfon of profound learning 
and erudition. But in the opinion of thofe who are in the 
fecret of fuch motto’s, the cuftom is, as Shak/pear fays, more 
honoured in the breach than the obfervance ; a motto being 
generally chofen after the eflay is written, and hardly ever 
having affinity to it through two paragraphs together. But I 
have a ftronger reafon for declining this cuftom: It is, that 
the follies I intend frequently to treat of, and the characters I 
fhall from time to time exhibit to my readers, will be fuch 
as the Greeks and Romans were entirely unacquainted with. 
_ It may perhaps be expected, before I difmifs this paper, that 
I fhould take a little notice of my ingenious brother authors, 
who are obliging the public with their daily and periodical la- 
bours. Withall thefe gentlemen I defire to live in peace, 
friendfhip and good neighbourhood; or if any one of them 
fhould. think proper to declare war againft me unprevoked, 
L hope he will not infift upos my taking farther notice of him, 
than only to fay, as the old ferjeant did to his enfign who 
was beating him, J befeech your honour not to burt yourfelf. 


ADVERTISEMENT fo tHe WITS. 


Whereas it is expected that the title of this paper will oc- 
cafion certai quips, cranks and conceits, at the Bedford and 
other coffee-houfes in this town: this is therefore to give 
notice that the words, this is a /ed world, a vain world, a 
dull world, a wretched world, a trifling world, an ignorant 
world, a damned world ; or that I hate the world, am weary of 
the world, fick of the world, or phrafes to the fame effeét,. ap- 
plied to this paper, fhall be voted by all that hear them to be 
without wit, humour, or pleafantry, and be treated accord- 
ingly. 

The Wortp. No. II. Thurfday, January, the 11th, 1753. 


io is an obfervation of lord Bacon, ‘ that the fame of Cicero, 
© Seneca, and the younger Pliny, had fcarce lafted to this 

© day, or at leaft, not fo frefh, if it had not been joined with 
* fome vanity and boafting in themfelves : for boafling feems 
* tobe like varnifh,'that not only makes wood fhine, but laft.’ 
_ How greatly are the moderns obliged to lord Bacon for 
giving another reafon for the fuccels of the ancients, than fu- 
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periority of merit! Thefe gentlemen have taken care, it feems, 
to lay on their varnifh fo extremely thick, that common wood 
has been miftaken for ebony, and ebony for enamel. 

But if the ancients owe all their reputation to their {kill in 
varnifhing, as no doubt they do, it appears very wonderful, 
that while the art remains, it fhould be fo totally neglected 
by modern authors ; efpecially when they experience every. 
day, that for want of this covering, the critics, in the tha 
of worms, have eat into their wood, and crumbled it to 
powder. 

But to treat this matter plainly, and without a figure ; it is 
moft certainly owing to the bafhfulnefs of the moderns that 
their works are not held in higher eftimation than thofe of the 
ancients. And this, I think, will be as apparent as any other 
truth, if we confider for a moment the nature and office of 
the people called critics. It is the nature of thefe people to be 
exceedingly dull’; and it is their office to pronounce decifively 
upon the merit and demerit of all works whatfoever. Thus, 
chufing themfelves into the faid office, and happening to fet 
out without tafte, talents, or judgment, they have no way of 
guefling at the excellency of an author, but from what the 
faid author has been gracioufly pleafed to fay of it himfelf: 
and as moft of the moderns are afreid ef communicating to 
the public all that paffes in their hearts on that fubje&, the 
critics, miftaking their referve for a confeflion of weaknefs, 
have pronounced fentence upon thgir works, that they are 
good for nothing. Nor is it matter of wonder that they pro- 
ceed in this method: for by what rule of reafon fhould a man 
expect the good word of another, who has nothing to fay in 
favour of himfelf ? 

To avoid therefore the cenfure of the critics, and to en- 
gage their approbation, I take this early opportunity of af- 
furing them, that I have the pleafure of ftanding extremely 
high in my own opinion ; and if I do not think proper to fay 
with Horace, 

Sublimi feriam fidera vertice, 
or with Ovid, 


Famque opus INCEPI, quod nec ‘Fovis ira, nec ignes, 

Nec poterit ferrum, nec edax abslere vetuftas, 
it is becaufe I chufe to temper vanity with humility ; having 
fometimes found, that a man may be too arrogant, as well as 
too humble : though it muft always be acknowledged that in 
affairs of enterprize, which require ftrength, genius, or a@i- 
vity, affurance will fucceed where modeity-will fail. 

-_ 7 To 
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To fet forth the utility of blending thefe two virtues, and te 
exemplify in a particular inftance the fuperiority of the former, 
as I began my firft paper with a tale, I fhall end this with @ 
fable. 

Modefty, the daughter of knowledge, and Afurance, the 
offspring of ignorance, met accidentaly upon the road; and 
as both had a long way to go, and had experienced from 
former hardfhips, that they were alike unqualified to purfue 
their journey alone, they agreed, notwithftanding the oppo- 
fition in their natures, to Jay afide all animofities, and for 
their mutual advantage, to travel together. It was ina 
country where there were no inns for entertainment ; fo that 
to their own addrefs, and to the hofpitality of the inhabitants, 
they were continually to be obliged for provifion and lodging. 

Affurance had never failed getting admittance to the houfes 
of the great ; but it had frequently been her misfortune to be 
turned out of doors, at atime when fhe was promifing herfelf 
an elegant entertainment, or a bed of down to reft upon. 
Modefty had been excluded from ail fuch houfes, and com- 
pelled to take fhelter in the cottages of the poor; where, 
though fhe had leave to continue as long as fhe pleafed, a trufs 
of ftraw had been her ufual bed, and roots, or the coarfeft 
provifion her conftant repaft. But as both, by this acciden- 
tal meeting, were become friends and fellow travellers, they 
entertained hopes of affifting each other, and of fhortning the 
way by dividing the cares of it. 

Affurance, who was dreffed lightly in a fummer filk and 
fhort petticoats, and who had fomething commanding in her 
voice and prefence, found the fame eafy accefs as before to the 
cafiles and palaces upon the way; while Afede/fy, who fol- 
lowed her in a ruflet gown, {peaking low, and cafting her 
eyes upon the ground, was as ufual pufhed back by the porter 
at the gate, till introduced by her companion ; whofe fafhion- 
able appearance and familiar addrefs got admiffion for both. 

And now, by the endeavours of each to fupport the other, 
their difficulties vanifhed, and they faw themfelves the fa- 
vourites of all companies, and the parties of their pleafures, 
feftivals and amufements. The fallics of Afurance were con- 
tinually checked by the delicacy of Modefly , and the blufhes 
of Mode/ty were frequently relieved by the vivacity of Affu- 
vance; who though fhe was fometimes detected at ‘her old 
pranks, which always put her companion out of countenance, 
was yet fo awed by her prefence, as to ftop hort of offence. 

Thus, in the company of Mode/?y, Affurance gained that 
reception and efteem, which fhe had vainly hoped for in her 
abfence 5 
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abfenct ; while AZode/fy,, by means of her new acquaintance, 
kept the beft company, feafted upon delicacies, and flept in 
the chambers of ftate. A/furancey indeed, had in one parti- 
cular the afcendancy over her companion: for if any one 
afked Mode/?y whofe daughter fhe was, fhe blufhed and made 
no anfwer; while A/urance took the advantage of her filence, 
and impofed herfelf upon the world as the ofispring of know- 
ledge. 

in this manner did the travellers purfue their journey 3 
Afurance taking the lead through the great towns and cities, 
and apologizing for the rufticity of her companion; while 
Modefly went foremoft through the villages and hamlets, and 
excufed the odd behaviour of Affurance by prefenting her as 
a courtier. 

It happened one day, after having meafured a tedious length 
of road, that they came to a narrow river, which by a hafty 
fwell had wafhed away the bridge that was built over it. 
As they ftood upon the bank, cafting their eyes upon the 
oppofite fhore, they faw at a little diftance a magnificent 
caftle, and a crowd of people inviting them to come over. 
Affurance, who ftoped at nothing, throwing afide the covering 
from her limbs, plunged almoft naked into the ftream, and 
fwam fafely to the other fide. odc/?y, offended at the in- 
decency of her eompanion, and difident of her own ftrength, 
would have declined the danger ; but being urged by 4/ffurance, 
ana derided for her cowardice by the people on the other fide, 
fhe unfortunately ventured beyond her depth, and opprefied 
by her fears, as well as entangled by her clothes, which were 
bound tightly about her, immediately difappeared, and was 
driven by the current none knows whither. It is faid, indeed, 
that fhe was afterwards taken up alive by a fifherman upon 
the Engli/h coaft, and that fhortly the will be brought to this 
metropolis, and fhewn to the curious of both fexes with the 


furprifing ORONUTO SAVAGE, and the wonderful PANTHER- 


Mare. 


Affurance, not in the leaft daunted, purfued her journey 
alone; and tho’ not altogether as fuccefsfully as with her 
Companion, yet having learnt in particular companies, and 
upon particular occafions, to affume the air and manner of 
Modefiy, fhe was received kindly at every houfe; and at laft 
arriving at the end of her travels, fhe became a very great 


lady, and rofe to be firft maid of honour to the queen of the 
country. 
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Arr. viit.. 4 critical commentary upou the books of Tobit, 
Judith, Baruch, the biffory of Sufanna, and Bel and the 
Dragon: To which are added, Two differtations on the books 
of Maecabees and Efdras. Being a continuation of bifhop Pa- 
trick and mr. Lowth. By Richard Arnald, B. D. reéor 
of Thurcafton, in Leicefterfhire. Folio. 5s. 6ds 2” /heets, 
Knapton. 


N the commentary now before us, our author has cleared 
up feveral difficulties in the Apscryphal writings, thrown 
new light upon a variety of paflages in them, and through the 
whole of his work has fhewn a good deal of learning as well 
as judgment. In his preface to the book of Tobit, he exa- 
mines whether it be abfolutely a real hiftory or not: he does 
not take upon him to vindicate the whole of it as real fact; 
but makes it appear highly probable, that the ground-plot is 
true, whatever may be faid as to particular paffages in it. As 
to the ftories of Raphael and Afmodzus, which have been often 
objected to as the moft exceptionable paffages in the whole 
book, he confiders them in an allegorical view, as reprefenta- 
tions of the doctrine of good and bad angels allowed to every 
perfon ; and this view of the matter, he thinks, greatly weak- 
ens, if not wholly remoyes, the objetion. 

Befides the differtations mentioned in the title-page of this 
work, he has inferted one on the demon 4/modeus, tranflated 
from Calmet. The diflertation upon the two books of the 
Maccabees we fhall lay before our readers, as a fpecimen of our 
author’s manner of writing. It is as follows: 

‘ There are often reckoned, fays he, four books of the 
Maccabees ; the two firft I fhall have only occafion to fpeak 
to. The third contains a miraculous deliverance of the 
‘Fews, who were expofed, in the amphitheatre at Alexandria, 
to the fury of elephants. ‘This book, which is to be found 
in all the Greek editions, is, without reafon, called the 
third beok of Maccabees, fince it does not fpeak of them 
in the leaft. If this hiftory be true, it ought to have 
been placed the firft of all, as what is mentioned there hap- 
pened about fifty years before the paflages that are related in 
the other two books. See Dupin’s bel. differt. ecel. hif?. vol. i. 
The fourth, containing the hiftory of ‘fohn Hyrcanus, is re- 
jected as ftill more apocryphal, and probably was taken from 
the book or memoirs of his ations, mentioned 1 AZzccab. 
XVi. 23, 24. ‘The two books of the Maccabees, known 
and diftinguifhed by that name, were not written by the 
fane¢ 
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fame perfon, ag the learned conclude from the ftile, and a 


* different manner of counting the years ; the one follows the 
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Fewifh account, the other that of Alexandria, which begins 
{ix months later. The firft is generally thought to have 
been wrote by an Hebrew originally in that language, as the 
phrafe of it is plainly ‘Fewz/h, or rather in Syriac, which was 
the vulgar tongue in Pale/fine in the time of the Maccabees, 
and afterwards tranflated into Greek ; and is, by fome, at- 
tributed to Fofephus, or Philo; by others, to the fynagogue, 
or the Maccabees themfelves. ‘The other is fuppofed to be 
wrote originally in Greek, begins its hiftory a great deal 
higher than the firft, and is an abridgment or epitome, by 
what author it is uncertain, of a work wrote by ‘Fa/on, a 
Few of Cyrene, as appears from the preface of that book, 
which begins chap. ii. 23. The book itfelf is opened by 
two letters of the Fews at iferufalem to their brethren in 
Egypt, and added by the author of this abridgment. The 
two books together contain the hiftory of the ews, or the 
{tate of the church under the third monarchy, which was 
that of the Greeks, comprifing about forty years, from the 
death of Alexander the Great, to that of Demetrius Soter, 
and they conclude about one hundred and thirty years and 
upwards before the coming of our Saviour. ‘There is a 
great chafim in the ewz/h hiftory, occafioned by the-lofs of 
their books; for fcarce one book written in thé Hebrew 
tongue, fince prophecy ceafed, efcaped the general calami- 
ty that befel the ‘Fewi/b writings. Thofe that were re- 
trieved by Sudas Maccabeus, 2 Maccab. ii. 13, 14. from 
the ravage of Antiochus, or were written afterwards, which 
were not a few, (fee Prol. to Eccefiaficus) all perifhed un- 
der Yitus’s cifperfion, or Adrian’s perfecution: on this ac- 
count, and the obfcurity occafioned by this calamity, Eu/e- 
bius {ays he can go no farther than Zorobabel in his cata- 
logue with any certainty, as there was no facred volume to 
be depended upon, from the return from the captivity to our 
Saviour’s time, Demon/?. 1. viii. During their captivity, 
indeed, the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel give us an ac- 
count of many particulars relating to their hiftory, as does 
Tobit likewife at Ninevch, Efther, and Mordecai at Sufan. 
After the captivity, we have the books of Ezra and Nehce 
miah, whofe prefent work probably is but an abridgment 
of thofe writings or commentaries of his mentioned 2 AZac- 
cad. ii. 13. fince the paflage quoted in the Afaccabees, is 
not to be found there. With Nehemiah ended the hiftory 
of the Jews contained in the canonical books of the O/d@ 

‘Teflament. 
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Teftament. As Nehemiah died after the year of the world 
3563, and the reign of Antiochus Epiphanes began A. M- 38294 
from the one to the other, there was a diftance of 266 year:, 
which interval between Nehemiah and the Maccabees, for 
want of records, annals, and other proper helps, from fa- 
cred or prophane hiftory, may well be expected to be dark 
and obfcure. In the time of the AZaccabees, care feems to 
have been taken to record all remarkable events which hap- 
pened in that country; the author of the firft book quotes 
at the end of that work, the memoirs of the pontificate of 
John Hyrcanus, « Macc. xvi. ult. which makes it probable, 
that he wrote from the annals of that time. ‘The author of 
the fecond fays, ch. ii. 14, that ‘fudas made. a collection of 
the hiftorical accounts of his nation, which had been dif- 
perfed during the war. And in fact great ufe is to be made, 
and much light is afforded from the apocryphal writings, 
chiefly.the books of the Maccabees, for carrying on the third 
of the Fewifh hiftory. Next to the books of Maccabees, we 
are beholden to ‘ofephus, Philo ‘fudaus, and fuch Greek 
and Latin writers, as would vouchfafe to take notice of 
them, for further infight into their hiftory. ‘This then is 
the firft ufe I fhall mention of the books of the Maccabees, 
viz. in fome meafure to fill up the chafm of the Jewish hif- 
tory, from the ceafing of prophecy. Secondly, no hiftory 
is of like.ufe to explain the book of Daniel, and what is 
contained therein relating to the ‘ews, and their great ene- 
my Antiochus Epiphanes, on which account the fathers have 
always fet a great value on thefe books. In them moft 
of the particulars of the great revolutions mentioned by that 
prophet are fo unfolded and explained, that even the very 
time and number of days which are there fet down, accord 
moft ftrictly to truth, and the evidence of faét. The firft 
book in particular is a key to the myfteries in the eighth’ 
and eleventh chapters of that prophecy refpeéting the horn 
by which the fanétuary was prophaned. From thence it 
appears that that horn was Antiochus, whofe great wicked- 
nefs and wantonnefs in fhedding blood, and the abomination 
introduced by him into the holy place, fully anfwer that 
character. The like ufe may be made of thefe books for 
explaining other parts of the holy fcripture, as particularly, 
1 Macc. x. 88, 89. Which, with other paflages in this 
grave writer, whofoever, fays the very learned mr. ‘Fack/on, 
will compare with the ninth of the prophet Zachariah, will 
perceive there may be good ufe of books not canonical 
for the right underftanding of facred writings moft canoni- 
* cal; 
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& cal; and that thefe books, though apocryphal, do not des 
« ferve to be left out in any new impreffions of our bibles.’ 


‘ Tom.ii. p. 844. To which I muft add, what another judi- 
® cious writer fays on the occafion, ** That without all doubt 
« all’‘the world could not recompenfe the lofs of the books of 
‘s the Maccabees, and the ufe of them, for underftanding the 
“© prophets; fo ineftimable is the benefit of them to that pur- 
“© pole.” Thorndike’s epilogue, p. 210. “Thirdly, God hav- 


‘ ing withdrawn his prophets, many and great revolutions 
‘ happened to the Fewyh ftate, and the church of God un- 
‘ derwent very fevere and heavy perfecutions both from the 
© Grecks and Romans, in which the Maccabees in particular 
‘ fignalized themfelves ; the account of which times, and of 
‘ their conduét on the occafion, we muft take from thefe 
© books: and therefore they are to be valued, and of the 
* church not unprofitably ufed, fays St. 4u/ffin, for thofe glo- 
‘ rious inftances recorded in them of perfons fuffering fuch 
‘ horrible perfecutions with a remarkable patience for the 
* teftimony of God’s religion, and thereby encouraging others 
© to undergo chearfully the like trial of fufferings. Fourthly, 
¢ There are fome fcattered remains in thefe books, as well 
‘ as in the other apocryphal ones, which have preferved many 
“ notions of the ancient, Jews in the interval between the days of 
‘ Chrifi and the laft prophets; and in particular their belief of a 
© future refurrection, and the hope which the ews conceived 
* and entertained of the Adefiah that was to come,,whom 
* they fpeak of fometimes as a prophet, or prieft, fometimes 
‘ as a king, fometimes under the character of two ef thefe of- 
* fices joined together. See 1 A/acc. iv. 46. & xiv. 41. But 
* notwithftanding the ufefulnefs of the books of the Adaccabees 
* in thefe refpects, it muft be acknowledged, and is very ap- 
‘ parent, that there are great errors, and often accounts dif- 
‘ ferent, and even contradiGiory to be found in them, efpe- 
‘ cially the fecund, arifing probably either from ignorance of 
* the Greek and Roman hiftory or national prejudice, and an 
© immoderate partiality in favour of the fewi/> nation. A 
© learned writer has been at the pains (fee Rainold’s preleé?, 
* vol. i.) to feleét fuch paflages as are inconfiftent with, and 
* contrary to the account given by approved authors and hif- 
‘ torians of particular faéts and occurrences, and fets down 
* among others, as inftances of carelefinefs at leaft, the fol- 
* lowing paflages: 1 Macc. i. 6. where it is faid, that Alexan- 
‘ der, before his death, divided his kingdom among his ho- 
* nourable fervants: but the writers of his hiftory fay other- 
* wife; the account generally received is, that, after the death 
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of Alexander, his dominions were parted among divers of his’ 
princes and captains, and, after a fhort time, fell into the 
hands of four, as is alfo intimated, Dan. viii. 8. & xviii. 
16. It is faid of the Romans, that they committed their go-' 
vernment to one man, or magiftrate, every year; whereas 
it is well known, that, at that time, there were annually 
two confuls chofen at Rome, and for three hundred years 
before, /. ii. ch. ii. verf 415, 416, 417. The ark is faid 
to be hid and conceated by the prophet Jeremiah; which’ 
could neither happen before the taking of the city, for Fe- 
remiab was then in prifon; nor after its being taken, for 
the Chaldeans would f{carce have fuffered fo valuable a part of 
the fpoils, as the tabernacle, the ark, and the altar, to be 
taken away, and fecreted from them. And, what follows 
after, that God would, upon the future return of that 
people, difcover where ‘Feremiah had hid thefe, once fo fa- 
mous in Solomon’s temple, is no lefs falfe, as it is certain 
the material furniture of that fuperb temple was all deftroyed 
with it. The two books alfo often contradict one another 
in their relation of memorable events; as, /. i. ch. vi. 12, 
16. it is faid, that Antiochus perifhed through great grief ina 
ftrange land, which is thought by fome to be confirmed from 
Dan. viii. 25: but, /. ii. ch. i. 16. he is faid to have been 
flain in the temple of Nanea, by throwing ftones like thun- 
der-bolts upon him, and his company, and ch. ix, 28. to 
have ended his days miferably in the mountains, by an in- 
curable and invifible plague in his bowels. Fudas Macca- 
baus is faid, /. i. ch. ix. 3, 18. to have been flain in battle, 
an. 152; but /. ii. ch. i. 10, he is reprefented as writing a 
letter, or epiftle, am. 788, thirty-fix years after his death. 
Again, /.i. ch. iv. 36. he is faid to have purified the tem- 
ple, before Antiochus’s death; but, J. ii. ch. x. 2, 3. it is 
mentioned as done two years after his death. Nor will it be 
fufficient to fay, that thefe two years are to be reckoned 
from the prophanation of the temple, and not from Antio- 
chus’s death; for even thus will not be confiftent with the 
firft book ; for it appears from thence, that the purifying 
the fanctuary was three years after its prophanation; for the 
prophanation was on the 15th day of the month Cha/fkeu, 
an. 145. 1.1. ch. i. 545 and the purifying was on the 25th 
day of the fame month, an. 148. 1. i. ch. iv. 52. There 
are alfo fome inftances, particularly in the fecond book, 
which are contrary to the canonical fcriptures, and of dan- 
gerous confequence to be recommended as precedents, or to 
itand upon record uncontradicted in hiftory, as /. ii. ch. xi. 
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© 44, 45- Judas Maccabaeus is commended for praying for 
© the dead, and making an offering or reconciliation in their 
‘ behalf, that they might be delivered from fin: Bellarmune, 
‘ from hence takes occafion to confirm the doétsines of pur- 
¢ gatory and ‘prayers for the dead, De purgator. I. ii. ch. iii. 
¢ but it appears plainly from the context, that Fudas’s prayer 
‘ was not for the relief of the dead, but that the guilt and pu- 
¢ nifhment of the trefpafs committed by fome wicked ones, 
© who had difpleafed God, and perifhed in their fins, might 
‘ not be imputed to, or transferred upon, the living. The 
‘ rendering of the Vulgate here, and its inference, are both 
« faulty, Sanda ergo et falubris eff cogitatio pro defunétis exo- 
‘ rare, ut a pecatis folvantur. ‘The Greek has nothing like it, 
‘ nor can any fuch doétrine be founded upon it. Herein lies 
© the fallacy of that verfion; it joins thofe words, /t was ¢ 
© good and haly thought, which manifeftly is fpoken of what 
‘ went before, to the fentence that follows after, though the 
© Greek, by a full ftop; quite diftinguifhes it from this laft 
« fentence: nor will the fyntax of the prefent Greek text ever 
‘allow it to belong to it. There is'alike miftake, and for the 
‘ fame purpofe, two verfes above, ver/. 43. where the Vulgate 
‘ reads, Duodecim millia (it fhould be duo) drachmas argent 
‘ mifit Flierofalymam offerri pro peccatis mortuorum facrificium. 
‘ But the Greek barely is, weorayaysir weet apuaghas Jucias, as 
‘ even the Roman edition of 1587, publifhed by the order of 
© Sixtus Quintus himfelf, exprefsly reads, without any notice 
© or mention of the dead: nor is that verfion lefs faulty in ren- 
* dering the Greek adverb dréwws, by religiofe. It is moft pro- 
‘ bable, that Fudas thought of nothing lefs than purgatory in 
* in this aétion; for the money fent to Ferufalem was for a fin- 
* offering, to expiate or take away the guilt from the reft of the 
* people. And it is obfervable, that the fum was a general 
* contribution, according to the appointment, Levit. iv. 13. 
* So that, upon the whole, what was here done by Fudas, 
‘ was not for the fake of the deceafed foldiers, but for the 
* fafety and prefervation of the remainder ‘that were living, 
* that the judgment of God might not overtake the reft, /. ii. 
© ch. xiv. verf. 41, 42. Razias is commended for laying vio- 
* lent hands on himfelf, and is faid to die manfully. But 
* this whole account feenys to be a fidion. That a man 
* fhould fall on his fword firft, then leap down from a wall 
* into the midft of his enemies; that they fhould make way 
* for him, where he fell among the thickeft of them; that he 
* fhould rife up again in anger, .but in fuch a condition, that 
* his blood gufhed out - fpouts of water; that he fhould 
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* run through the midft of the throng notwithftanding ; and, 
¢ ftanding upon a fteep rock, when his blood was now quite 
¢ gone, fhould pluck out his bowels, and take them in both 
¢ his hands, and caft them among the croud ; and even, at 
« his laft gafp, fhould have the ufe of his underftanding fo 
¢ perfect, as to call upon God to reftore him thofe bowels 
‘ again: thefe are circumftances too odd and romantic to 
¢ gain any credit to this ftory. It would be almoft endlefs 
© to inftance in the feveral faulty particulars of the fecond 
* book: but, of all others, cb. i. ver/. 18. to the end of that 
¢ chapter, excepting the prayer itlelf, is the moft unwarrant- 
© able, which the learned reader may fee expofed with great 
* ftrength of reafoning, by confulting Rainold delibr. Apocryph. 
© tom.il. prel. 133,134. But, notwithftanding this mixture 
© of drofs, there is a fund of valuable treafure ftill remaining. 
© Laftly, It cannot but be obferved, that the feries of thefe 
¢ books is very much difturbed ; that not only the fame facts 
© are frequently related in both, but the order of time is not 
© truly preferved: it may not be amifs therefore, that thefe 
© books may be perufed with more pleafure and profit, to 
© refer the reader to Well?s biftor. geogr. of the Old Tefta- 
© ment, vol. ii. where he will find the feveral chapters in each 
* fet down according to the true feries of the Fewi/> hiftory.’ 


N, B. This author formerly publifhed, 1. 4 critical com- 
ment on ECCLESIASTICUS. Price 88. 6d. 


z. On the book of Wifdom. 6s. 64d. 


Thefe two articles, with the Commentary on Tosit, &e. 
complete our author’s comment on the Apocrypha. fe 
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Art. 1x. The Letters of Madam vk MAINTENON ; and other 
eminent perfons in the Age of Lewis XIV. To which are 
added, fome Charaéters, Tranflated from the ¥rench. 1 2mo. 
38. Robinfon. 


E perufal of thefe letters has given us quite a new 

idea of madam de Maintenon ; and that greatly to the 
advantage of this celebrated lady’s chara¢ter. As we fee no 
reafon to doubt the genuinenefs of the epiftles publifhed in this 
cellection, which is probably the fame that Voltaire mentions 
in his Siecle de Lewis XIV. fo we can make no fcruple of 
ferming our opinion ef madam AMaintenon, on the credit 
arifing 
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arifing from the fuppofition of their authenticity. But the 
letters will fpeak for themfelves. There is not one that 
carries with it the leaft mark of fiction or forgery, or, indeed, 
that feems to have been intended for public infpeGion. They 
are artlefs compofitions, written occafjonally, as bufinefs or 
friendfhip required ; without any of the embelifhments of 
wit or learning,” with which the letters of thofe geniufes have 
been decorated, who feem to have written them, if not with 
a direct, at leaft with a remote view, to their being made 
public. The ftile of madam de Maintenan’s letters is perfectly 
natural, eafy, and familiar; yet genteel, and full of that dig- 
nity that always accompanies the language of an honeft heart, 
above defcending to the aid of thofe ftudied ornaments that 
oftener ferve to difguife the fentiment than to affift the ex- 
preffion. 

The letters of madam de Sevigné or Ninon de L’Enclos, will 
furnifh more entertainment, but AZaintenon’s more improve- 
ment. In the two former we admire the briliant genius, 
and the lively wit; the latter forces our affections, we 
efteem the writer and love the woman. In the agreeable and 


fubmiffive companion of Lewis * XIV. we are charm’d with 


the faithful friend, the prudent counfellor, the tender wife, 
the fincere chriftian; ina word, the miftrefs of every moral 
and ceconomical virtue. 

As the letters of this worthy lady are placed in a pretty exact 
chronological order, they furnifh a feries of anecdotes to- 
wards her hiftory, and on that account the perufal of them 
becomes the more interefting. Were it not for this circum- 
ftance, many of them would be thought rather trivial than 
important : for it muft be confefled that the greateft number of 
them, viewed by themfelves, abftraéted from their conneétion 
with the reft, would hardly have been worth publifhing ; but, 
taken altogether, the colleétion is doubtlefs a very valuable one. 
With regard to the other perfonages hinted in the title-page, 
moft of them will be thought interefting, rather on account of 
the great names who fub{cribed them, and of the lights they 
caft on madam Maintenon’s hiftory, than of the matter they 
contain: in other refpects, they afford but little to gratify 
the reader’s curiofity. As for the charaéters added at 
the end of this volume, they are pretty fketches ; and will be 
the more acceptable to the reader, as feveral of them are faid 
to have been drawn by the pen of madam de Maintenon. 
For this, however, we muft depend on the authority of the 
French editor, who tells us they are fragments of the me- 


t.* Voltaire. See Review for Sept. 1752. p. 171. 
- E3 Moirs 
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* run through the midft of the throng notwithftanding ; and, 
© ftanding upon a fteep rock, when his blood was now quite 
¢ gone, fhould pluck out his bowels, and take them in both 
¢ his hands, and caft them among the croud ; and even, at 
« his laft gafp, fhould have the ufe of his underftanding fo 
¢ perfect, as to call upon God to reftore him thofe bowels 
¢ again: thefe are circumftances too odd and romantic to 
‘ gain any credit to this ftory. It would be almoft endlefs 
© to inftance in the feveral faulty particulars of the fecond 
© book: but, of all others, ch. i. ver/. 18. to the end of that 
¢ chapter, excepting the prayer itlelf, is the moft unwarrant- 
© able, which the learned reader may fee expofed with great 
¢ ftrength of reafoning, by confulting Rainold de libr. Apocryph. 
* tom. ii. prel. 133,134. But, notwithftanding this mixture 
© of drofs, there is a fund of valuable treafure ftill remaining. 
© Laftly, It cannot but be obferved, that the feries of thefe 
© books is very much difturbed ; that not only the fame facts 
© are frequently related in both, but the order of time is not 
© truly preferved: it may not be amifs therefore, that thefe 
© books may be perufed with more pleafure and profit, to 
* refer the reader to Well?s biftor. geogr. of the Old Tefta- 
* ment, vol. ii, where he will find the feveral chapters in each 
* fet down according to the true feries of the Fewi/> hiftory.’ 


N, B. This author formerly publifhed, 1. 4 critical com- 
ment on ECCLESIASTICUS. Price 8s. 6d. 


z. On the book of Wifdom. 6s. 64. 


Thefe two articles, with the Commentary on Tosit, &e. 
complete our author’s comment on the Apocrypha. fe 





_ 


ART. 1x. The Letters of Madam vi MainTENon ; and other 
eminent perfons in the Age of Lewis XIV. To which are 


added, fome Charaéters. Tranflated from the French, 1 2mo. 
38. Robinfon. 


E perufal of thefe letters has given us quite a new 

idea of madam de Maintenon ; and that greatly to the 
advantage of this celebrated lady’s charaéter. As we fee no 
reafon to doubt the genuinenefs of the epiftles publifhed in this 
celleétion, which is probably the fame that Voltaire mentions 
in his Siecle de Lewis XIV. fo we can make no fcruple of 
ferming our opinion ef madam Maintenen, on the credit 
arifing 
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arifing from the fuppofition of their authenticity. But the 
letters will fpeak for themfelves. There is not one that 
carries with it the leaft mark of fiftion or forgery, or, indeed, 
that feems to have been intended for public infpe@ion. They 
are artlefs compofitions, written occafjonally, as bufinefs or 
friendfhip required ; without any of the embelifhments of 
wit or learning,” with which the letters of thofe geniufes have 
been decorated, who feem to have written them, if not with 
a direct, at leaft with a remote view, to their being made 
public. The ftile of madam de Maintenon’s letters is perfectly 
natural, eafy, and familiar; yet genteel, and full of that dig- 
nity that always accompanies the language of an honeft heart, 
above defcending to the aid of thofe ftudied ornaments that 
oftener ferve to difguife the fentiment than to affift the ex- 
preflion. 

The letters of madam de Sevigné or Ninon de L’Enclos, will 
furnifh more entertainment, but AZaintenon’s more improve- 
ment. In the two former we admire the briliant genius, 
and the lively wit; the latter forces our affections, we 
efteem the writer and love the woman. In the agreeable and 


fubmiffive companion of Lewis * XIV. we are charm’d with 


the faithful friend, the prudent counfellor, the tender wife, 
the fincere chriftian; ina word, the miftrefs of every moral 
and ceconomical virtue. 

As the letters of this worthy lady are placed in a pretty exact 
chronological order, they furnifh a feries of anecdotes to- 
wards her hiftory, and on that account the perufal of them 
becomes the more interefting. Were it not for this circum- 
ftance, many of them would be thought rather trivial than 
important : for it muft be confefled that the greateft number of 
them, viewed by themfelves, abftraéted from their connection 
with the reft, would hardly have been worth publifhing ; but, 
taken altogether, the colleétion is doubtlefs a very valuable one. 
With regard to the other perfonages hinted in the title-page, 
moft of them will be thought interefting, rather on account of 
the great names who fub{cribed them, and of the lights they 
caft on madam Maintenon’s hiftory, than of the matter they 
contain: in other refpects, they afford but little to gratify 
the reader’s curiofity. As for the charaéters added at 
the end of this volume, they are pretty fketches ; and will be 
the more acceptable to the reader, as feveral of them are  faid 
to have been drawn by the pen of madam de Maintenon. 
For this, however, we muft depend on the authority of the 
French editor, who tells us they are fragments of the me- 


L.* Voltaire. See Review for Sept. 1752. p. 171. 
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moirs which that lady, and one of her female friends, had 
wrote, of the reign of Lewis XIV. and of fuch events at court 
as they had been eye-witnefles of. ‘* Thefe memours,’’ fays 
the editor, ** are yet extant, and if a copy of them can be 
‘¢ procured, the publication of them may be depended on.” 

Who this editor is, we could have been glad to have known, 
— This circumftance might have contributed much to the fa- 
tisfaction of the reader, with regard to the afcertaiwing the 
genuinennefs of his publication. He tells us that he has put 
it out of his own power to fay from what hand he received 
thefe letters, by a promile not to reveal it. Doubtlefs there 
might be fufficient reafons for this caution: tho’, as the editor 
himfelf juftly remarks, ‘* why fecrefy fhould be required I am 
<¢ ignorant, for I ean fee nothing in them either to prejudice 
** or difpleafe any one: but fecrecy has been enjoin’d, and it 
<< was my bufinefs to acquiefce in it.” 

But, it is time to lay before our readers fome extracts, 
from whence they may pafs their own judgment on thefe 
letters. We fhall therefore detain them no longer by the 
way, than to add one other obfervation relating to them; 
which we fhal] give in the words of this judicious editor, wz. 

“* Thofe who look for intrigue, may fpare themfelves the 
<¢ trouble of reading thefe letters. The elevation of madam 
«¢ de Maintenon had nothing in it but what was lawful and 
*¢ natural : and fhe was accordingly the wonder of the age fhe 
* lived in.” 

The firft letters we meet with in the volume, are a few 
. from the famous monfieur Scarron, the firft hufband of madam 
de Maintenon. - They are full of wit and gallantry, and are 
accompanied with fome verfes: they were written during his 
‘courtfhip of this lady ; and from fome circumftances in them 
‘we learn, that fhe had her education in America. When 
‘Scarron died, he left his widow a dependance folely on a pen- 
‘fion from the queen of France, who alfo dying foon after, the 
‘was fo reduced, that fhe was about to enter into the fervice of 
a great lady in Portugal. This circumftance we learn from 
th: following letter, from the widow to mademoifelle de Ar- 
signi, dated Paris, ‘fune 30th 1666. 


* If all that the Portugueze ambaflador’s lady relates to me 
© concerning Donna Almera is true, I fhall have no reafon to 
* regret either Poitw or Paris. ‘That princefs is rich, gene- 
‘ rous and beneficent: She was educated here, and loves 
* every thing that comes from hence: fhe is not upon ill 
‘ terms at court, and her children are amiable end good 
© natured. 
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¢ natured. The Portugueze are exceffively polite, very in- 
¢ genious, and magnificent. At Li/bon there is more good 
‘ company than we commonly imagine ; and the heat there is 
< not exceflive: in fhort, they promife me I fhall find every 
‘ kind of fatisfa€tion and delight. Now, what do I leave be- 
‘ hind‘me here? Friends to whom I am a burthen, people 
‘ that don’t know how to refpe& the unfortunate. The 
¢ marfhal d’ Albert is the only one I have left: but things are 
‘ much altered ; he was formerly my friend, now he is my 
‘ protector. He has been fo good as to make intereft for me 
< with madam de Mdonte/pan: pray, manage matters fo as to 
¢ procure me the honour of being prefented to her when I go 
‘ to return you my thanks and take leave of you, that I may 
‘ not reproach myfelf with having quitted France without 
* feeing the wonder of it.’ 

The caufe of her intended journey being fruftrated, ap- 
pears from the letter immediately fubjoined to the foregoing. 


To Madam de Chantelou. 
Paris, Fuly 11, 1666, 


‘ It is determined, madam, that I fhall not goto Portugal, 
¢ A few days ago madam Thiange introduced me toher fifter *, 
‘ and told her that I was to fet out immediately for Lisbon. 
“© For Lisbon, cry’d fhe? But that’s a very remote place: 
“* my dear child, you muft ftay here ; Albert has {poke to 
“‘me about you, and acquainted me with your’ merit.” 
‘ He had done much better, faid I to myfelf, had he told her 
* my wretched condition. I defcribed it to her, but with 
* feme dignity ; and fhe gave me an attentive hearing, though 
* at her toilet. I told her my penfion was cut off ; that I 
* had in vain folicited M. Colbert ; that my friends had, with 
‘no better fuccefs, prefented petitions to the king; that I 
* was obliged to feek a decent fubfiftence abroad; that the 
‘length of the voyage did not frighten me, having in my 
‘ infancy made one te America: In fine, madam de la Fayette 
* herfelf would have been fatisfied with the * truth of my 
* expreffions and the brevity of my ftory.. Madam de Mon- 
‘ te/pan feemed affeéted with it, and defired me to cuties 
* upon it in a memorial which fhe engaged to prefent to the 
‘ king. I thanked her in the moft affeétionate terms; drew 
‘up my petition in hafte, and was as well pleafed with it, 
* as if our Abbé had embellifhed it with fome of his own 


* Madam de Monte/pan, miftrefs to Lewis XIV. 


t A favourite phrafe of that lady’s, 
E44: © thoughts. 
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thoughts. I got it delivered by the kind lady. The king, 
as I am told, received it gracioufly ; perhaps the hand that 
prefented it procured it a favourable reception. M. de Vil- 
feroi joined her in the application: he is almoft the only 
man of my acquaintance whom [did not folicit to ferve me, 
and the only one who has ferved me. In fhort my penfion 
is reftored, and on the fame footing as the late queen had 
granted it. “I'wo thoufand livres is a fum more than fuf- 
ficient for my'folitude and my falvation. At my rifing [ 
found a billet from M. @’ Albert, acquainting me with this 
news, and that too by exprefs order. I think that to im- 
part the fame to you, is the beft anfwer I can maketo your 
‘© farewel-Ictter. “To-morrow [| fhall wait upon madam de 
© Montefpan and M. de Villerot with my thanks.’ 

The employment of governante to the children of Lewis 
XIV. by madam de Montefpan, was foon after conferred upon 
the widow Scarron. With what caution fhe received the 
offer of that poft, the following letter will thew. 


To Madam d’Hudicourt. 


Paris, March 14, 
© M. de Vivonne has already fpoke to me: I am very fen- 
© fibly affeG&ted with the honour intended me; but I own to 
* you that I think myfelf quite unfit for it. I live quietly ; is 
‘ it proper for me to facrifice my repofe and my liberty? Be- 
fides, that myfterious behaviour, that profound fecrecy 
which they require of me, without pofitively giving me the 
key of it, may induce my friends to think a fnare is laid for 
me. However, if the children belong to the king, I con- 
fent to it: I would not, without fcruple, take charge of 
madam de Montefpan’s children; therefore the king mutt 
order me to doit. Thisis my laft word. I have wrote 
almoft to the fame ‘purpofe to madam de Thiange ; and it is 
a precaution infpired by prudence. I fhould not have been 
fo nice three years ago; but I have fince learned many 
things, which prefcribe it to me as a duty.’ 
As an exceffive attachment to the religion of her country, 


annnhrnananana 


arannenwrnanwne a 



















feems to have been the ruling paffion of madam AZaintenar, 


we fhall next feleét fome of her epiftles, which fhew that her 

enthufiafm had pofleffed her in the earlieft days of her appear- 

ance at court, and long before the king began to think of 
preferring her to madam de Monte/pan. 

Fune 16. 

€ Madam de Montefpan and I have had a very {mart dia- 

* logue, and as I am the party aggrieved, I have wept abun- 

dantly : 
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£ Jantly : fhe has given an account of it to the king in her 
© own way. I own to you it is with great reluctance I re- 
‘ main in a ftation that expofes me to fuch incidents : I could 
‘ find a great deal of pleafure in fetting myfelf at liberty. It 
¢ has run in my mind a thoufand times to become a nun, 
* and the fear of repenting it has made me flight impelles 
‘6 which other women would have taken for real calls: I long 
‘ forely to retire, and the fame fear prevents me. *Tis a very 
‘ timorous prudence, and makes me {pend my life in ftrange 
* agitations. I am very fenfible I may work ovt my falvation 
‘ here; but I think it might be done with more fafety elfe- 
¢ where. . I cannot think God intends I fhould fuffer by ma- 
, ¢ dam de Monte/pan: the is incapable of friendthip ; fhe paints 
6 
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¢ 
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me to the king in what colours fhe pleafes, and makes me 
lofe his efteem: he looks upon me as an odd temper that 
one-mult bear with, a.delicate genius that muft be tenderly 
dealt with, a precife mortal apt to take umbrage. I dare 
not talk to him alone, becaufe fhe would never forgive it 
me ; and even though I fhould {peak to him, my obliga- 
tions to madam de Montefpan don’t permit me to fay any 
thing againft her. Thus I can find no remedy for my 
a afflictions ; yet death advances, and time flips away.’ 





‘ To the fame. 
. Fuly 19. 
y ‘Tam ftillin the fame way of thinking. As I deal fin- 
e | ¢ cerely with you, I don’t tell yeu it is in order to ferve God 
yr | © better that I would quit the court: I think I can fecure my 
r | £ falvation here; butI don’t find we are any where forbid to 
of * confult our repofe, and get out of a ftation of perpetual 
ft ‘ trouble and vexation. I did not explain my thoughts 
te | ‘ clearly, if you underftood that I dream’d of being a nun; 
is | ‘ I am too old to change my condition ; and according to 
| ‘ the fortune I may have, I fhall think of fettling, myfelf in 
y * full tranquility, if the ill humours of madam de Montefpan 
: © continue. In the world all returns are towards God; in a 
yy * convent, all returns are towards the world. This is my prin- 
ty © cipal reafon; the confideration of my age comes next. 
er ‘ They will not give me wherewithal to purchafe an eftate. 
r- * I confume away with vexations and long watchings ; I decay 
of ‘ vifibly, and am oppreffed with the vapours and melancholy. 
| * Tam willing to fuffer, and as I have cured my impatience, 
. * and have nothing left but forrow to bear, it may be faid I 
ia * have made fome progrefs. I do what I can to find comfort 
* in God. I confefled myfelf- yefterday to a man, who af- 


* fured 
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© fured me 1 did not tell him of one fin. I am fure you would 
“ judge otherwife of me.’ 

From the following letter the reader will perceive, that 
the extreme piety of our author, and her warm devotion to 
the church of Rome, had not however infpired her with the 
perfecuting fpirit of that church. Her fentiments on this head, 
are the fentiments of a proteftant and a chriftian. 


To ber brother *. 


© I have received complaints of your conduct, which do you 
no honour: you ufe the Hiugonots ill; you ftudy the means 
to vex them, and feek occafions to do it: this is unbecoming 
aman of quality. Be merciful to men that are more unfor- 
tunate than criminal: they are attached to errors, in which 
we ourfelves have been +, and which violence could never 
have made us forfake. Henry IV. profefled the fame reli- 
gion, and fo did feveral great princes. Do not then moleft 
them : men muft be drawn by the cords of lenity and charity : 
Fefus Chrif? has fet us an example of it ; and fuch is the 
king’s intention. ’Tis your duty to keep every one within 
due obedience: ’tis the province of the bifhops and curates 
to make converfions by their doGirine and example. WNei- 
ther God nor the king have committed fouls to your care. 
Sanctify your own foul, and be fevere to yourfelf only. I 
fhould be very glad to fee you here; but all in good time. 
I have gopd hopes, and M. de Louvois does wonders ; we 
are greatly obliged to him. JI repeat it, dear brother, let 
not M. { de Ruvigni ever complain of you again.’ 


To the fame. , 
Oftober 16, 1674. 


© J am buying an eftate; the bargain is ftruck at two 
© hundred and fifty thoufand livres: It lies fourteen leagues 
* from Paris, ten from Verfailles, and four from Chartres. 
¢ 
c 


a ~- RF HR KR KR KR A AHR KRARKRAKAAA 


It is pleafant and noble, and brings in 11 or 12,c00 livres a 
year, They call it Maintenon : it is a fpacious caftle at the 
© end of a large borough; a fituation that fuits my tafte. 
© There’s a retreat for you, which will be the worft that can 
© happento you. Madam de Monte/pan, who does not want 
* good fenfc, and to whom I have fhewn your letter, pretends 


* Monfieur a’ 4ubigné, who had a command in the army. 
+ From this, and fome other paffages, it appears that our au- 
thor’s family had been Ca/vinifts. 
t Deputy General of the reformed churches of France ; he took 
refuge in England, where he was created earl ef Ga/way. 
: 2 © that 
































For FANUARY, 1753. 59 


¢.that you ought not to hefitate about the marriage I propofe 
‘ for you. Adieu.’ : 


Jo Madam de S. @ ‘ 


¢ Madam Daurfort has not told you the thoufandth part of 
¢ my fentiments of efteem, friendfhip and refpect for you: 
‘ believe me, they cannot be exprefied by the moft eloquent 
¢ tongue. I fhall never forget the aflurances you gave me of 
¢ yours, at a junéture when the Villars’s had perfidioufly 
‘ alarined my friendfhip. All I have to with for, is to find 
¢ in madam de Monte/pan a heart like yours: I fhould be the 
¢ happieft woman on earth, inaplace, where if one has ever 
< fo little grandeur, it always exceeds the felicity attending it. 
<« But it is vain to expe it. Ihave tried her on every fide by 
« all the ways I could imagine: fhe is bad at bottom ; the is 
¢ kind only by freaks and {tarts ; even her virtue is mere ca- 
‘ price; not two days together in the fame hymour *. Iam 
‘ as much tired with all thofe ecclairciflements which tye me 
‘ faftes to her, as with all the bickerings that make me 
‘ pine away. We are friends to-day ; who knows how it 
« will be to-morrow? I fhould.be better pleafed with a little 
t 
» 
. 
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conftant adverfity, than much profperity without folidity. 
In vain I renounce all my taftes and inclinations, and even 
my fentiments; they, neverthelefs lay horrible things to 
my charge. The feaft of St. Hubert is to be kept at 
Villers-Cottrets ; they have given me four hundred louis d’or 
for cloaths. Every thing fent in to me by La Bretigni is in 
the moit: elegant tafte. But what are all thefe vanities, all 
thefe pleafures, to one who is fick of the world and its 
works? I greatly envy your tranquility. You can ferve 
God in peace; nothing would be wanting to your felicity, 
if a fortnight fpent in my place could make you fully fenfible 
of its value. Nothing can be compared to what I go 
through, and I daily pray to God that he would give me 
a foul lefs fenfible.’ 


To Mr. d’ Aubigné. 
* No man is unhappy but by his own fault +. This fhall 


* This probably arofe chiefly from the early jealoufy of madam 
de Monte/pan, occafioned by the great efteem the king had con- 
ceived for madam de Maintenon, on account of her extreme tender- 
nefs for the young duke de Maine, his fon by madam de Monte/pan, 
who was committed to her care ; and alfo on account.of her good 
ienfe, her amiable doportment, and pradent ceconomy. 

t+ An axiom which thofe who have feen much of the world, 
ate very ready to admit. 


* always 
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* always be my text, and my anfwer to your lamentations. 


* Think, my dear brother, on the voyage to America, on 
“the misfortunes of your father, the miferies of our in- 
* fancy, the wretchednefs of our youthful days; and you 
© will blefs providence, inftead of murmuring againft fortune. 
© Ten years ago we were both very diftant from the tation 
© we are mow in: our hopes were fo fmall, that we limited 
* our defires to three thoufand livres a year. We have at 
© prefent four times as much; and ought we to wifh for 
“ more? We enjoy that happy competency, which formerly 
* you fo highly extoll’d. Let us be content. If riches in- 
* creafe, let us receive them as from the hand of God; but 
* let not our views be too vaft. We have the neceflaries 
* and the conveniencies of life; and the reft is fuperfluous. 
* All this thirft after grandeur arifes from the emptinefs of an 


* unquiet heart. Al! your debts are paid: you may live 


* pleafantly without contracting new ones. What elfe can 
* you with for? Muft fchemes to grow rich and great be pur- 
© fued at the expence of your repofe and yonr health? Read 
© the life of St. Louts, and you will fee how little all worldly 
“ grandeur is capable of fatisfying the heart of man. None 
© but God is capable of filling it. I repeat it, you are un- 
* happy only through your own fault. Your tnquietudes im- 
© pair your health, which you fhould preferve, were it only 
* that Elove you. Work upon your humour ; if you can ren- 
© der it lefs bilious and gloomy, it will be a great point gain- 
* ed. This is not the work of reflection only; you muft add 
* exercife, diverfions, an uniform and regular life. Yeu will 
* never think well, whilft you are ill: when the body is caft 
* down, the foul has novigour. Adieu. Write to me oftener, 
© but in a lefs moanful ftile.’ 


The three following letters are curious illuftrations of our 
author’s happy turn for domeftic ceconomy ; the virtues of 
whicls no ftation of life ought to difpenfe with. 


La the fame. 


* Look upon your marriage in the beft point of view, fince 
© it is done : God has permitted it, and you have nothing but 
© thanks to return him. Game no more, and be frugal. En- 
« joy tranquility and freedom ; and efpecially, my dear bro- 
© ther, refift that melancholy, to which you are fo naturally 
* inclined. You are not ill looked upon here; they approve 
* of your marriage. Your wife is pious, young, affable, and 


. © loves you: a richer one would have been lefs traétable. Lay 


* open your heart to me without referve concerning her, that 
‘T 
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« | may treat her better, or worfe, according as you.ate more 


or lefs fatisfied with her condu&t. She has a failing, which 
is an affectation of laughing, and {peaking with an affe&ted 
grimace, like madam de Longueville, who could aét fuch a 
part with the countenance and wit of an angel. For God's 
fake let her fpeak naturally. It is a troublefome office to 
fet up for her gouvernante; but I would not do it, if I 
loved her lefs thanI do. Adieu, dear brother ; be chear- 
ful: think of the cendition in which we were born, and we 
fhall efteem ourfelves happy.’ 


To the fame. 


¢ A wife of fifteen is no fmall plague: I wonder at your 
dreaming of rambling through the kingdom! The poor 
child! can you think of leaving her alone? She writes to me 
that it will break her heart. Richer {tay at home, or take 
her along with you in your travels. I fend*you an account 
of what I have laid out to cloath her, and for the wedding ; 
not with a view that you fhould pay it, but to let you fee 
that money runs away faft, and that the fum is large for 
perfons in our circumftances. Your wife’s fhifts are as 
fine as the queen wears ; and no man living has linen to 
exceed your's: I never had, nor fhall I ever think of having 
any fo curious, though I live at court, where example car- 
ries every thing to excefs. You will infallibly ruin me, my 
dear brother, if you be not faving on your part.” 


To Madam @ Aubigné *. 


¢ You have here, moft amiable fifter, a calculation of what 
your daily expence ought to amount to for twelve perfons ; 
viz. monfieur and madam, three maid-fervants, four foot- 
men, two coachmen, and a valet de chambre. 











Livres. Sols, 

Fifteen pound of Butcher’s meat, at § fols per 
pound, | evens : 37 415 
Two joints of roaft meat — — 2— 10 
Bread — Ii—r0 
Wine —_ —_— — 2— 10 
Wood for fewel — —  — 2—o9 
Fruit — — — <== So 
Candles — _ — o—os 
Wax-candles ~ — — O—10 
ig— 13 


* Her brother's wife. 
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Add to thefe wafhing, falt and {pices, your expences need not 
exceed fifteen livres per diem. I reckon four fols in wine for 
four footmen and your two coachmen: madam de Monte/pan 
allows no more to her’s; and, if you keep wine in your cellar, 
it would coft you but three fols. I have fet down fix fols for 
the valet de chambre, and twenty for you and your {poufe : 
I reckon every thing at the leaft. I allow a pound of candles, 
becaufe the days are fhort. I fet down forty fols for firing ; 
tho’ you want only two fires ; and [ allow thirty fols for fruit, 
though fugar is but eleven fols, and a quarter of a pound is 
fufficient to fweeten a compote. I fet down two pieces of 
roaft meat, one of which may be faved, when monfieur or 
madam dines or fups abroad: but then I forgot a boiled fowl 
in the foup. We underftand domeftic ceecanomy, and ftill 
you may, without exceeding the fifteenth livre, have fome- 
times a courfe of faufages, fometimes of fheep’s tongues, the 
eternal pyramid, and the compote which you are fo fond of, 
All this granted, which I learn at court, dear child, yous 
table expence fhould not exceed 6000 livres. 


C 
For cloathing, madam, let us b 1000 





fet dean eons 
For monfieur oe = 1000 
For wages and liveries — 1000 
For houfe-rent a _ 1000 
i 10,000 


© Is not all this very decent and elegant? If this calcula- 
tion be of any ufe to you, I fhall not regret the pains I have 
taken about it ; at leaft it will thew you that I know fome- 
thing of houfhold affairs. Adieu, dear child; love me as 
I love you.’ 


To Madam de F~—: 
OGob 10. 1680. 


‘ I receive every day new favours from the king; but my 
health, which is daily impaired, will not allow me to enjoy 
them ‘long. The lofs of tranquility counterbalances the 
credit I acquire: I cannot bear this way of living. The 
king is fhy of me, and fears me: he heaps benefits on me, 
in order to fhut my mouth; he loves truth, and will not 
hear it. He lives in a habit of mortal fin that makes me 
tremble. I can no longer endure to fee all thefe doings. 
If the fcene does not change, I will withdraw : Iam fure it 
is offending God to live with thofe who do nothing elfe but 
offend him. Piety contraéts a certain lukewarmnefs, with- 
* out 
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¢ out our being fenfible of it. I fhould e’er now have been 
‘ out of this place, did I not apprehend that paffion and fpleen 
‘ might contribute more to my withdrawing, than a defire to 
¢ fave my foul!’ 


From the King, to Madam de Maintenon. 


¢ Yes, madam, I have loved Fontanges more than God him- 
felf. Iacknowledge my fault: I thank you for your wife 
counfels; I have read them over thrice. Louvois will tell 
you my refolutions ; confide entirely in him. Promife the 
queen, that, from henceforth, I will mind bufinefs more 
than my pleafures. Adieu, my dear madam de Maintenon,” 


ee ee. ee. | 


From the fame to the fame *. 


¢ God punifhes me, madam ; I fubmit to his will: I have 
often given that bright foul great caufe of difcontent. Don’t 
be abfent, my dear madam de Maintenon: I have need of 
your confolations: you may withdraw whenever you are 
tired of telling me the truth.’ . 


a fF ea & 


To the King +. 
Sire, 


© The queen is not to be lamented ; fhe lived and died like 
‘a faint: ’tis a great comfort to have fuch an affurance of 
© her falvation. You have now, Sire, a friend in heaven, 
* who will beg of God to forgive your fins, and pour down 
‘ upon you the bleffings of the righteous. Let your majefty 
‘ derive comfort from thefe fentiments. The dauphinefs’s 
* health is on the mend. Be, Sire, as good a chriftian as you 
* are a great king.’ , 

From the following letters we fhall find, that our author’s 
mind was but little affeéted or elevated by her marriage with 


the king: fhe ftill retained the fame religious and philofophical 
turn. 


To Madam de la Maifon-fort. 

1699. 
© It is not amifs for you to be fometimes troubled in mind : 
it will make you more humble; and you will find by expe- 
* rience, that, whatever talents we have, we find no refource 

« within 


‘é 


* On the queen’s death. 


+ This anfwer to the foregoing letter from the king, can never 
be too much admired. 
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within ourfelves. You will never be contented, my dear’ 
daughter *, till you love God with your whole heart ; 
which I don’t fay with refpe& to the profeffion you have 
éngaged in. So/omon has long ago told you, that after hav- 
ing fought, and found, and tafted of all forts of pleafures, 
he confefléd, that, befides loving God and ferving him, all 
was vanity and vexation of fpirit. Oh! that I could give 
you all my experienée ! that I could thew you the heavinefs 
that preys upon the fpirits of the great, and how hard they 
find it to-put out their days! Don’t you fee that I pine. 
away with melancholy in the midft of a fortune that one 
could hardly have imagined, and that nothing but God’s 
affiftanee keeps me from finking under it? I have been 
young and handfome, I have tafted of pleafures, I have been 
beloved every where; when grown a little older, I paffed 
fome years in improving my mind with ingenious company : 
I have attained to the higheft favour, and I proteft to you, 
that all ftations leave a frightful vacuum, an uneafinefs, a weari- 
nefs, a defire to know fomething elfe, becaufe in all this there 
is nothing that gives full fatisfaction. We find no reft till we 
have given ourfelves to Ged; but it muft be with that de- 
termined will which I fometimes talk to you about. ‘Then 
we find, that there is nothing farther to be fought ; that we 
have attained to that which is the only good thing in this 
world. We meet with vexations ; but we have at the 
fame time a f6lid confolation, and peace of heart, in the 
midft of the greateft afflictions.’ 


To Madan de Caylus. 

1709. 
© My dear niece, believe it for my tendernefs fake and upon 
my experience: I have tried every thing, and find we muft 
acquiefce in Sclomon’s fentence, All ts vexation of fpirit. I 
éannot open my heart to any body; but though I conceal 
from you the nature of my afflictions, I can however truly 
fay, that the world affords nothing fimilar: I am often ready 
to.burft; the king does not perceive it; and when he leaves 
my apartment, all my comfort is to be alone, and water my 
pillow with my tears. Iam not ignorant of ‘the tattle of 
thofe that do net like me: they impute to me whatever 
happens, as if events were at my command ; according to 
their notions, my devotion is hypocrify; they make a Jef 

“~<¢ 


* An epithet ufed by perfons in authority, to nuns, or other fingle 


women. 
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‘of the feverity of my morality, and charge me with not 
having always been fo fevere. 1am not furpriz’d at their 
fufpecting my former condudt ; but they who talk at this 
‘ rate, have either been very licentious in their youth, or did 
‘ not know me at that time’of life. It is vexatious to be ob- 
‘ liged to live with any other folks than thofe of our own 
‘century ; but “tis the misfortune of thofe who live too 
© long.’ 

We fhall conclude this article with an extract from one 
other letter of this extraordinary lady, which contains a curi- 
ous and affecting account of the laft moments of Lewis XIV. 





To the Marchionefs 
Sept. §. 1715: 


* * * * & &# & & & & &- & F HF HH & 
* * * * # * * © On the evening of our return 
from Marli, the king was fo weak, it was with difficulty 
he crept from his clofet to his praying-defk, Two days af- 
ter, he appeared to me fo far fpent, that I no longer doubt- 
ed of his death: I talked to him of God; he readily liften- 
ed to me, and put me feveral times upon the fame topic. 
The 23d, I entertained fome hopes ; he ate and flept; and 
the next day difpatched fome bufinefs with AZ. Voifin. But 
whether application fatigued him, or his diftemper was come 
to a crifis, he fainted away. I was greatly alarmed at it; 
but kept myfelf in as guod decorum as poffible. When re- 
covered from his fainting, I propofed to him to receive the 
facraments ; to which he anfwered, ‘* ’Tis rather too 
** foon, I find myfelf well enough.”’ I replied to him, that 
* at all times it was a wife precaution ; that we could never 
* be too early in befeeching God to pardon our offences. 
‘ Putting him in mind of fome of his ations, which I had — 
* been eye-witnefs of, he faid to me, ** You do me a piece 
** ef fervice; I thank you for it.” He confeffed himfelf; 
* and I ufed my utmoft endeavours to put on that fortitude I 
fo much admired in him: my chief care was to refrain from 
weeping; and as often as I felt the tears ready to drop, I 
, withdrew for a moment. He called for his cafket, { brought 
* it to him, and he fearched it before me: finding fome lifts 
* of the journeys to Marli, ** Thefe,” faid he, ** are papers 
. of very little confequence ; no bad ufe can be made of 
pe them ; _ then taking up another paper, he added, ‘* Let us 

burn this, it might occafion great hatred and ftrife between 


“© thofe two minitters,””’ He found a chaplet, which he av 
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* me, faying, ‘* Carry it about you, not as a relique, but to 
“< keep me always in remembrance.” The cardinal de Roban 
¢ gave him the viaticum; after which. he faid, ‘* 1 have 
<< lived a great many years, but very few of them have been 
<< fpeent in Ged’s fervice.”” He fent for the royal family, 
© and faid to them, ‘* 1 reccommend peace and unity to you.” 
The 25th, tho’ he had no fever, he was exceffively thirfty : 
I gave him drink three times. A/. Fagon no longer doubted 
that the gangrene was got into his leg; he whifpered me, 
© that it had penetrated to the bone, and that there were no 
‘ more hopes. I pafled the night by his bedfide, and talked 
¢ with him about his fpiritual concerns: he told me that he 
< had but three things to reproach himfelf with, and that 
© God’s mercies were ftill greater than his fins. The next 
© day Marechal made two incifions with a lancet; the king 
‘ 
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felt nothing, but fainted away. ‘The phyficians feeing him 
fo refolute and unconcerned, confulted about cutting off his 
leg; M. Fagen would not propofe it to him; I took upon 
me to do fo ; upon which he faid to them, ‘* Do you think 

* to fave mv life by it?” Adarechal anfwered, that there 
was but little probability of it: ‘* If fo,” faid the king, 
<« jt is needlefs to put me to any pain.” After which, turn- 
* ing to the other fide, where the marfhal de Villeroy ftood, 
* he reached out his hand to him, and faid, ‘* Adieu my friend, 
<* we muft part.” The cardinal de Rohan and father Le Tellier 
* came in; he had a long conference with them; I with- 
* drew to give free vent to my tears, and I heard only thefe 
‘ words upon entering the room again, ** You'll anfwer fort 
‘© it before God.”” ‘The 27th, he bid the princes draw near 
‘ him: he recommended the dauphin to the duke of Orleans, 
* and faid to the duke du Main, ‘* Take care of his educa- 
** tion 3 be as ftrongly attached to him as you have been to 
*s me.’ He then defired the duke of Bourbon and the prince 
‘ of Conti not to imitate their fathers. The dauphin having 
‘drawn near, he gave him his bleffing, and faid to him, 
“* My fon, you are, going to be a great king; be.always a 
a good chriftian: don’t follow my example with regard to 
war; endeavour to live in peace with your neighbours: 
** render to God what you owe to him; follow always the 
** moft moderate counfels; endeavour to reduce the taxes, 
** and do that which I unhappily have not been able to do.” 
* The dauphin having withdrawn, he ordered him to be cal- 
* led in again, embraced him with tears in his eyes, and add- 
* ed, “* Take notice, my fon, of what I have been faying to 
‘* you, as my laft precepts; and let thefe counfels fink deep 
* inte 
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«into your mind. Remember that kings die like other 
‘«< men.” He bid me adieu three times. ‘The firft time, he 
‘ aflured me, that he regretted nothing but parting from me; 
¢ but, added he, with a figh, we fhall foon meet again: I 
¢ entreated him to turn his thoughts towards God only. The 
‘ fecond time, he afked my pardon for not having lived with 
‘ me fo well as he ought, and for not having made me hap- 
“py; but, that he had always lowed and efteemed me. He 
defired me to take notice whether the attendants did not 
‘ jiften: ‘* However,” added he, ** no-body will ever be 
** furprized that ] give way to tendernefs with you.” At the 
‘ the third adieu, he faid to me, ** What wi!l become of you? 
* you are left deftitute.” Iexhorted him to mind nothing 
‘but God: but refleéting afterwards, that I could not tell 
‘ how the princes might treat me, I defired him to recom- 
‘ mend me to the duke of Orleans. He accordingly called 
‘ the duke, and faid to him, ** My nephew, | recommend 
“© madam de Maintenon to your care: you know what efteem 
‘© and regard I have always had for her; fhe never gave me 
‘¢ any but good counfels, and I repent my not having always 
‘© followed them: fhe has been ufcful to me in all refpects, 
‘¢ and chicfly in turning me to God, and labouring for my 
«* falvation. Grant her whatever fhe may afk you, whether 
‘¢ it be for herfelf, or for her relations and friends; fhe’ll not 
‘© make an abufe of it: let her apply dire&tly to yourfelf.” 
‘ The 30th, he faid to me, ** You muft needs have a great 
‘* deal of courage to be always prefent at fuch a {pectacle.”’ 
© When I found he had loft all fenfe, and that I could be of 
‘ no farther fervice to him, being no longer able to {tile my 
* grief, I refolved to retire *.’ 


oo 


* The king probably did not live many hours after the left him. 
In a fhort letter, dated Set. 3. the laments his death in terms ex- 
tremely pathetic. As to what became of her after this event, {ce 
Review for September laf, p. 172. 
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ART. x, Continuation of the account of the parliamentary or 
confiitutional biftory of England, Sc. See our fa/. 


HIS work, which we now proceed to reccomend to the 
elleem of the public, every impartial and accurate 
reader will find to be worthy of his exactcft perufal, as ic cers 
tainly contains a large and valuable colleétion of political 
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knowledge, relating to our Engli/fh conftitution, and its moft 
eflential interefts. 

From the fpecimens we have already exhibited, our rea- 
ders may form a true judgment, by what means and inftru- 
ments many of our national privileges and liberties were ori- 
ginally introduced, and have been happily fecured and en- 
_Tirged in con fequence of the repeated fuccefsful ftruggles of 
zea'ous and heroic patriots. 

It muft, we apprehend, appear to the full conviction of the 
difinterefted, that an E»glifh houfe of Commons, legally chofen, 
and exerting an uncorrupt and unbiafied difpofition, hath been 
ap Incipal fecurity to our national rights, and a moft impreg- 
nai le barrier againft the threatening defigns of thofe treacherous 
and ambitious ftatefmen, who would firetch the prerogative 
of the crown to the alarming dimenfions of arbitrary and 
defpotic rule; and on a variety of occafions, even in the 
gloomy feafons of popifh bigotry and delufton, hath moft ef- 
fectually unmafked and dchesned, the fraudulent artifices and 
injurious encroachments of afluming and avaricious eccle- 
fiaftics. 

We have obferved in the laft Review, that the parliament 
in the reign of King Edward I. by the ftatute of Maortmain, 
endeavoured to reftrain the poffeffions of the clergy within 
fome proper regulations, and thereby prevent the exorbitant 
increafe of their wealth and power. 

In the reign of his grandfon Edward III. we have the fa- 
tisfa€tion of beholding the animated refolutions of the Com- 
mons dire&tly levelled againft the imperious claims and op- 
preffive invafions of the papal power. Our authors obferve, 
‘ That, in the parliament aflernbled 17th Edward III. 1343, 
it is recorded, that the Commons of England made great 
complaint of the provifions and refervations coming from 
the court of Rome; whereby the pope took up before-hand 
the future vacancies of ecclefiaftical dignities for aliens, and 
fuch as had nothing to do within this realm. “They remon- 
ftrated to the king the manifold inconveniences enfuing 
thereby ; as the decay of hofpitality, the tranfporting 
the treafure of the realm to the maintenance of the king’s 
mortal enemies ; the difcovering of the fecrets of the king- 
dom, and the utter difcouraging, difabling, and impoverifh- 
ing of fcholars, natives of the land. Among other in- 
ftances, they alfo fhewed how the pope had fecretly granted 
unto two new cardinals fundry livings within the realm of 
England, and particularly to the cardinal of Perigort above 
ten thoufand marks, yearly collections. “ Whereupon they 
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humbly require the king and his lords to find a remedy for 
thefe intolerable encroachments ; for that they neither could 
nor would any longer bear thefe heavy oppreffions : or elfe 
they defired that his majefty and the lords would he'p 
them forcibly to expel the Papaxt Power out of the 
realm. 

¢ The king, in confideration of the premifes, willeth, that 
the lords and commons, among themfelves, confult of the 
moft decent and fitting way, promiting his confent to any 
reafonable remedy : hereupon the King, Lords and Com- 
mons prefently fent for an act, made at Car/z/le, 35th £d- 
ward |. 1307. upon the like complaint ; which utterly for- 
bad to bring, or attempt to. bring any thing into his realm, 
which fhould tend to the diminution of the King’s preroga- 
tive, or the prejudice of his Lords and Commons. And fo 
at this time the famous aé? of provifion was made, prohibit- 
ing the bringing in of any bull, or the like trinkets, from 
the court of Rome, or the ufing, allowing, or enjoy- 
ing any fuch bull, procefs, or any other imtrument ob- 
tained from thence, as there at large doth appear. This 
act, however, as one obferves, could not be agreed to by 
the bifhops, and the reft of the clergy; but they rather 
feemed refolved to proteft againft it, till the King peremp- 
torily commanded them to furceafe fuch prefumption *. 

It may be expedient here to offer fome explanatory obferva- 
tions upon the nature of thofe provi/ions, which this ad of par- 
kament was defigned to prevent, that their malignant ten- 
dency and effeéts may be the better underftood. Dr. White 
Kennet, the late bithop of Peterborough, hath thus defcribed 
them. ‘* The pope’s provifions were thus made: When any 
‘* bifhoprick, abby, or good benefice was likely to be void, 
** the pope having notice of it by fome of his agents here, 
‘© would, by an a& of provifion, predifpofe of fuch places to 
F 3 ‘© fuch 
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* Among other things, it- was enacted, ‘‘ That the King and 
** other Lords, fhall prefent unto benefices of their own, or their 
“‘ anceftors foundation, and not the bifhop of Rome: That all 
foreftalling of benefices to foreigners, fhall ceafe; and that the 
** free elections, prefentments, and collations of benefices, fhall fland 
in right of the crown, or any of his majefty’s fubjects, as they 
= om formerly enjoyed them, notwithitanding any provifions from 
ee OME. a 


t See bithop Burnet’s hiftory of the Reformation, Vol. 1. P. 172. — We 
have thought fit to fupply this claufe, which our authors had overlooked. 
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** fuch foreigners as he pleafed, whereby patrons were defeat- 
*< ed of their prefentations, and Exgli/bmen of their prefer- 
‘< ments, unlefs they would buy off the provifions *,.” 

The remarks of mr. Feremy Collier, upon this affair, in his 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of England, book vi. p. 531. deferve our 
particular notice: he aflures us, ** That the incroachments 
*¢ of the court of Rome with reference to provifions, were 
“© now grown to a {candalous excefs: for at almoft every va- 
“¢ cancy the pope pretended to fill the fee upon the fcore of 
** refervation. Thus the right of elections was overborne, 
** and bifhopricks often beftowed on ignorant and fcandalous 
“* perfons. The former popes managed this licence with 
*¢ fome temper, and were injurious, as one may fay, with- 
‘in arule, But at laft that court grew altogether arbitrary 
** and abfolute, and over-ruled every thing as they thought 
“6 fit: fo that, had they not received a check from the ftate, 
“© they would perfectly have maftered the English hierarchy, 
‘¢ and had all the bifhopricks at their difpofal.”’ 

But, notwithflanding the flrong and exprefs prohibitions 
acainit thofe papal ufurpations and encroachments, contained 
in the flatute of E/ward Ill, it was found neceflary to re- 
new and firengthen thofe reflraints by fome additional penal 
fanétions : for in the parliament held 25th Edward HI. 1351, 
* it was alfo enacted, that every man that purchafed any pro- 
© wiftens of abbies, or priories, in the court of Rome, both 
¢ he and his executors, which did fue and make executions 
© of fuch provifions, fhould be out of the king’s proteétion, 
¢ and dealt with as enemies to the king and kingdom.’ This 
was cailed the fecond ftatute of provijors t. 

The court of Reme were fo far from being intimidated by 
thefe ftatutes, that they fiiil attempted to evade and defeat the 
falutary refliiGtions which the wifvom of parliament had laid 
vpon their infatiable avarice and outrageous oppreffions. 
Upon frefh complaints of their proceedings, in the parlia- 
ment held 39th Edward it. 6365, the king himfelf fpoke 
to the whole affembly to th $ effcet : 

That citations wwe falfe luggzeitions were daily made to 
the pope, for matters determinable in his own courts of this 
‘© realm ; that provifions were procured from Rome for ec- 
66 clefiaities! dignities, to the great fcandal of the ancient 
“* laws, and the derogation of hiscrewn. That the trea- 
** fure of the land was by thefe means conveyed away, to the 

‘* diminution 

sg Bithop Kennet’s compieat hiflory of Ene! ma, Vol. I. p. 220, 

+ See Herwésns’s Ktatuies at large, 25th Edward Ill. p. 450. 
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¢ diminution of church-livings, the withdrawing of divine 
‘¢ fervice, alms, and hofpitality, with other good and accepta- 
«¢ ble works, and the daily increafe of all mifchiefs. ‘Tbere- 
«¢ fore he required them, that whereas a former ftatute had 
<¢ been made; another act to the fame purpofe, but more 
‘6 ftri&t, fhould alfo be prepared againft the pope’s provifions 
«< of bifhopricks, and other ecclefiaftical dignities and bene- 
‘¢ fices: and alfo againft all thofe who have obtained or fhould 
‘* obtain any fuch benefices, by virtue of fuch provifions; or 
‘¢ fhould ferve any procefs, or citations, to the court of Rome 
‘¢ for that purpofe.”’ 


. 
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‘ The reafon of the king’s delivering this injunction to his 
parliament, vivd voce, was, becaufe any man of lefs degree 
than himfelf, would have been in danger of an ecclefiatti- 
cal cenfure for doing it. An act was, however, made ac- 
cordingly, and pafled this feffion ; which may be found in 
our printed ftatute-books, agreeing with the record; ex~ 
cept that, as Sir Robert Cotton obferves, his holinefs is ufed 
with much more freedom, by feveral biting expreffions in 
the record, which are not to be found inthe print. A 
myftery, adds he, not known to all men *.’ 

It is not at all furprifing, that the oppofition which this 


heroic prince and his faithful parliament had maintained againft 
the encroachments and oppreffions of papal domination and 
avarice, fhould greatly offend and exafperate the afpiring 
court of Rome; and therefore we find, that, in a parliament 
held on the 30th of Adarch, 40th Edward Ill. 1366, the 
king acquaints them, that the particular occafion of their be- 
ing fummoned, was, that he had a matter of great importance 
to communicate to them. ¢* ‘That he had lately received 
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notice, that the pope, in confideration of the homage 
which ‘Fobn king of England had formerly paid to the fee 
of Rome, for his realm of England and dominion of Jre- 
land, and of the tribute by him granted to the faid fee, 
intended, by procefs, to cite his majefty to appear at his 
court, at Avignon, to anfwer for his defaults, in not per- 
forming what the faid king, his predeceflor, had fo under 
taken for him and his heirs, kings of Lingland. Where- 
upon the king required the advice of his parliameut, what 
caurfe he had beft take, if any fuch procefs fhould come out 
againft him. 


F 4 ' ‘ The 


* See Crtton’s abridgment of the parliamentary records, p, 100. 
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‘ The Bithops, Lords, and Commons, feverally defared 
“ time to the day following, to give in their anfwer; when, 
* being again aflembled, after full deliberation, they declared, 
* That ncither king obn, nor any other king, could bring 
* himfelf, nor his realm and people, under fuch fubjection, 
‘ without their affent ; and if it was done, it was without con- 
© fent of parliament, and contrary to his coronation-oath ; that 
* he was notorioufly compelled to it by the neceffity of his 
* affairs, and the iniquity of the times: Wherefore the faid 
‘ eftates. enacted, ‘That, in cafe the pope fhould attempt 
* any. thing by procefs, or any other way, to conftrain the 
‘ king and his fubjects to perform what he lays claim to, in 
© this refpect, they would refift and withftand him to the ut- 
© moft of their power.’ 

Our authors have fubjoined to their narrative of the. pro- 
eeedings of this parliament a very proper and ufeful reflexion 
upon the happy refult of their courageous refolutions. ‘* Thus 
was this haughty demand of the pope’s, by the ftout oppo- 
tion of both the prelacy and laity in this parliament, quafhed 
for ever ; for we do not find that it was ever after demand- 
ed. Nor, in all likelihood, would it have been trumped up 
now, but out of revenge to the proceedings of the laft par- 
liament againft the encroachments of the fee of Rome. It 
feems king Edward was fo moved with the infolence of 
this demand, that he caufed it now to be ordained, that, 
from that time forward, St. Peter’s pence fhould not be paid, 
which had continued, to be fo from the days of king Jna, 
the Weft-Saxon king, about the year 680; who had granted 
it to the fee of Rome, in confideration of an Englifh femi- 
nary or fchool to be continued there for ever.’ 

They likewife obferve, * that the conftant good under- 
ftanding, which [the king} ever kept up with his parlia- 
ments, “through tne whole courfe of a very long reign (of 
more than fifty years) is a fure and certain proof, that his 
conduct was very acceptable to his people.’ 

We fhall now endeavour to give our readers a fuccinét 
view of fome of the ufeful notices, the hiftory we are confi- 
dering affords us, in relation to civil affairs, and the attempts 
ufed to cultivate and preferve the influence of an uncorrupted 
difpofition in our parliaments. 

As our compilers appear to have been poffefled of the moft 
valuable and authentic materials, from the public records, the 
parliamentary rolis, and the journals of both houfes, they 
feem aifo to have executed the important defign they had in 
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view with great judgment and integrity. We may eafily dif 
cern ftrong evidences of fagacity and penetration, in a propet 
connexion and arrangement of their materials; they have, in 
the feveral periods of their hiftory, digefted fuch a feries of the 
proceedings of the ftates of the nation, and have interfperfed 
{uch a copious and extenfive variety of judicious remarks on 
the fudject-matter of their narrations, as cannot fail of ren- 
dering the work very entertaining and initructive. Befides, 
they have frequently pointed out many miltakes in relating 
tranfactions of great importance, into which our celebrated 
hiftorians have fallen, either through the want of the fame 
advantages, or of due care in the ule and application of 
them. | 

It would far exceed the bounds of our prefent defign, and, 
perhaps, be tedious to our readers, to introduce many exam- 
ples of the pertinent obfervations which they have made ; yet 
we cannot omit to lay before them fome of the moft confi- 
derable. 

In order to our forming an adequate idea of -the feveral 

branches of our conftitution, they tell us, ‘ that by the fum- 
moning of knights, citizens, and burgefles, to parliament, 
in the reign of Edward I. the government. became a com- 
pound of three principal kinds. The king, as fovereign, 
reprefented monarchy, the Lords ariftocracy, and the Com- 
mons democracy. ‘The executive power was folely in the 
king by his fworn officers: from whence came the two 
grand maxims of the law of England; firft, that the king 
of England is always a minor ; and, fecondly, that he can 
do no wrong. ‘The balance and meafure of power in the 
government was in the king, church and nobility, to the 
proportion of above two thirds of thelanded intereft; but 
not one third in the Commons.’ 
But pofhbly fome may object, that thefe two maxims 
have not been invariably attended to, and obferved by the 
ftates of the nation; and that the proceedings of parliament 
in reference to the depofition of Edward Il. Richard I. and 
Henry VI. are very flagrant exceptions to, and deviations 
from, the acknowledged authority and obligation of thein. 
Though we do not prefume to interpofe our judgment in an 
affair of fuch a delicate nature ; yet we cannot but lay before 
the public a few paflages of the parliament’s reply to king 
Richard Il.’s declaration, which feemed to give ftrong inti- 
mations of his difpofition to rule arbitrarily, and fupport his 
defpotic meafures by the affiftance of the French king. 
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They declare, ‘ We have an ancient conftitution ; and 
it was not many ages fince experimented, (it grieves us 
that we muft mention it) that if the king, through 
any evil council, or weak obftinacy, or contempt of 
his people, or out of a perverfe or froward wilfulnefs, 
or by any other irregular courfes, fhall alienate himfelf 
from his people, and refufe to govern by the laws and fta- 
tutes of the realm, according to the laudable ordinances, 
and their faithful advice ; but will throw himfelf headlong 
into wild defigns, and ftubbornly exercife his own fingular 
arbitrary will ; that, from that time it fhall be lawful for 
his people, by their full and free aflent and confent, te 
© depofe that king from his throne, and in his ftead to efta- 
* blith fome other of the royal race upon the fame ;’—— 
We fhall leave it to our readers to draw the proper conclu- 
fions from this free and animated remonftrance; only ob- 
ferving, that th's incident happened at leaft twelve years be- 
fore the aCtual depofition of that king. 

He had indeed, by the treacherous fuggeftions and advice 
of his evil minifters, made fome attempts to infringe the 
rights of parliament, which had juftly alarmed their fears. 
And perhaps, no fteps taken by ambitious monarchs, or 
obfequious and defigning minifters of ftate, can be more 
juftly alarming, than thofe which have for their objeés the 
packing of parliaments, or corrupting the members which 
compofe thofe affemblies. 

In fo diftant a period as the reign of Henry IlI. we are 
affured by our authors, that the king, with a view to facili- 
tate his favourite fcheme of arbitrary government, * drew 
‘ the barons and clergy, one by one into his clofet fecret- 
‘ ly, in the manner that penitents go to confeffion to their 
© prieft ; and thefe, what he could not do with them alto- 
‘ gether, he ftrove to gain by fair fpeeches to them fingly. 
« 
. 
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Promifing, among the clergy, this man an abby, another a 
priory, and fo on, till he found by the experiment he could 
make nothing at all of them, notwithftending the politic 
methed he took to bring them over to his intereft.’ 

An attempt of the like nature was made by Richard Il. 
in purfuance of his refolution to erect and eftablifh an abfo- 
Jute and uncontrouled dominion upan the ruins of the rights 
and privileges of a free peopic. * The council of ftate fum- 
© moned all the fheriffs of feveral counties, and demanded of 
© them what forces they were able to raife, to affift the king 
© againft the Lords, if they were required to do it? The 
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© theriffs anfwered, coldy, That the people were generally 
* perfuaded, that the Lords were the King’s friends, and that 
* they fought the good of the nation in all they did; and 
¢ therefore they believed they could get very few to oppofe 
‘ them. This difappointment was the lefs to thefe courtiers, 
‘ becaufe they knew that the Lords were very popular, and 
¢ they had ftill other projects to go upon. ‘They next com- 
‘ manded the fheriffs and gentlemen, then attending on the 
© fummons, to /uffer none to be returned as knights or burgeffes 
‘ tothe next parliament, but fuch as the King and his council 
© foould nominate. To which they replied, that the people 
¢ would be very hardly deprived of their ancient privilege of 
¢ choofing their own members of parliament ; and that, if 
¢ there was a true freedom obferved in choofing, it would be 
‘ almoft impoffible to impofe any perfon againft the people’s 
‘ liking, efpecially fince they would eafily guefs at the defign, 
‘ and itand the more refolutely upon their right. This an- 
‘ fwer of the fheriffs fomewhat ftartled the politicians, be- 
* caufe they built much on this invention; (which was but 
‘ new in thofe days, tho’ frequently pra¢iifed in latter reigns) 
‘ for what wes done by a parliament would, as they imagin- 
‘ ed, carry a face of juftice along with it, and their private 
‘ revenge be turned into publick. punifhment.’ 

It cannot be expefted, that, whillft our parliaments were 
annually chofen *, that many inftances fhould occur where 
thefe illegal and pernicious meafures could be ‘purfued with 
any tolerable fuccefs. But a moft remarkable occurrence of 
this kind is related by our compilers, which, we apprehend, 
ought to be diftinétly noticed. 

© At Cheffer the writs of fummons were iflued out, dated 
© 19th Auguf? 1399, in King Richard’s name, for a parlia- 
* ment to meet on the 30th of September. When this parlia- 
ment was aflembled to depofe King Richard, it was ob- 
* jected, that the moment King Richard's renunciation was 

' ‘ made, 
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. * Sir Fobn Thompfon, afterwards lord Haverfham, hath obferved 
in his preface to the memoirs of the earl of Arglefea, ** That, from 
“ the firtt of Edward If. 1327, to the 14h Aemy IV. 14123 that 
is, in the fpace of 85 years, there are extant 72 original writs for 
the fummons of parliament ; fo that, allowing forty days from 
the teits of the writs to the returns, and but one month for the 
fitting of parliament, there will not be a year's interval between 

the ciffolution of one parliament and the fummoning of another.” 
And there are two laws now in force for the annual meetin» of the 
king in parliament, wiz. the 4th and 36th of Ldward ill. 
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made, and his ceffion and depofition taken, the parliament 
would be abfolutely diffolved. Hereupon it was thought 
neceflary, as foon as the parliament was met, to have new 
writs ready to iflue out for calling another. Aecordingly, 
when the aforefaid ceremony was over, frefh writs came 
out, dated at Vefiminfler, 30th September, to the Lords, 
and all the knights, citizens and burgefles, throughout 
England, which were made returnable in fix days time; 
for they were fummoned to meet at Wefiminfler on the 6th 
of O&tober following ; thefe double writs being ftill extant, 
on record, to prove it. That thefe laft were the very fame 
members that came of the firft fummons, dated 19th Au. 
guf?, though called in King Henry’s name, appears alfo 
heyond contradiction, by the writs for their wages or ex- 
pences, which are preferved in fome of our hiftorians, 
This is a piece of ftate policy not thought proper to be 
taken notice of by 7yrre/, or any of the writers on that fide 
of the queftion, but ought not to be omitted by an impar- 
tial hiftorian.’ 

Before we conclude our obfervations on this fubject, it may 
be expedient to obferve, that the wifdom of parliament hath, 
on various occafions, made the moft falutary provifions for 
guarding againtt the fatal effects of corrupt influence on its 
members. 

In the reign of Edward III. when the parliament had 
granted feveral fubfidies to the King, it was particularly pro- 
vided, ‘ that no knights of fires, citizens or burgeffes, re- 
* turned for that parliament, fhould be collectors for thefe 
« taxes.” * From hence it appears demonftratively to have 
been the fenfe of parliament in thefe days, that fuch who 
had a vote in the granting a tax, fhould have no fhare in 
the colle&ting of it ; and that confequently a place-bill is no 
novelty in our conftitution.’ : 
When a capitation-tax was granted, 4th Richard II. 1280, 
it was alfo enacted, ‘* that no énight, citizen or burgefs of this 
<¢ parliament fhould be collector of this money; but that the 
** king fhould appoint fuch as fhould equally levy it, accor- 
“¢ ding to the meaning of the grant, throughout the kingdom.” 
* So fenfible was this parliament of the great partiality of their 
¢ own members, in collecting this tax, even in thofe early 
‘ times, that they would not truft themfelves with it. A 
noble inftance of a truly public fpirit !? and an eminent 
felf-denying ordinance properly fo called. OF, 
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MontHiy CATALOGUE, for fanuary 1753. 
_ MISCELLANEOUS. 


1. HE cafe of Henry Simons, a Polifh ‘few merchant 5 
and his appeal to the public thereon. Now publifh’d 
for the benefit of him and his unhappy family. 8vo. 1s. 6d. 
arryns. 
We have read this remarkable narrative, with uncommen 
emotion ; but do not think ourfelves at full liberty to explain 
the nature of the impreffion it made upon us: God grant that 
fuch a cafe as this of mr. Simons appears to be, may never 
happen again, to the difgrace of this or any other country. 

Il. The travels and adventures of William Bingfield, Efq; 
containing as furprizing a fluctuation of circumftances, both by 
fea and Jand, as ever befel one man. With an accurate ac- 
count of the fhape, nature and properties of that moft furious 
and amazing animal, the d¢g-b:ird. Two Volumes. 12mo. 
5 Withers. 

For the Kitchen. See our Jaf, p. 470. 

III. The biftory of Jenny and Jemmy Jeflamy. By the 
author of ‘mifs Bet/y Thoughtle/s, .1zmo. 3 vols. 9g &- 
Garduer. I 

In the 5th volume of the Review, we endeavoured to give 
our readers fome idea of the hiftory of mifs Thoughtlefs; to 
which article we now refer, for a fketch of the author’s cha- 
racter. With refpeét to this new production, it is doubtlefs 
much fuperior to thofe wretched romances mentioned in our 
catalogue for laft month. The chara&er and conduét of mifs 
Jefamy are more interefting to the reader than thofe of mifs 
Thoughtlefs, in our author’s former work: but on the other 
hand, the prefent performance is equally deficient in the fable, 





_ in which there is no plot; and the whole languifhes for want 


of engaging and natural incidents, the few that we have, being, 
for the moft part, either trivial, or forced, or improbable. 

IV. A treatife on foreft-trees. By William Watkins, curate 
of Hay, Brecnack/bire. 8vo. 1s. Rivington. 

The defign of this performance is, to perfuade gentlemen 
to a ferious attention towards the improving their eftates, and 
promoting the intereft of their country, by planting foreft- 
trees ; he with great juftice blames their remifinefs in this im- 
portant article, and fhews them, by calculations, how great- 
ly they would find their account in promoting the culture of 
plantations for the growth of timber. 

V. A Letter to Andrew Stone, Efq; 8vo. 6d. Carpenter. 


A catch-penny performance, made up of nothing but im- 
pertinence, 3 
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VI. A Letter to the right hon. the earl of Harcourt. With 
anode to his royal highnefs George prince of Wales. vo, 
6d. Corbet, 

This is alfo a catch-penny ; probably from the fame hand 
to which mr. Stone is obliged for the preceding article. 

VII. An Effay on the rationality of brutes. With a philo. | 
fophical comparifon between dr. Codgill, Infpector-general of 
Tewn-ifland, and Mange, the great monkey, dire¢tor-gene- 
ral of the pantomime performers in the Hay-market. 8vo, 
6d. Bouquet. 

The author endeavours to divert his readers at the expence 
of dr. Hill, He adopts the doctrine of the tranfmigration of 
fouls, and fuppofes (ange, in his prior ftate, to haye been a 
Merry- Andrew, and the doctor a rattle-/nake. He then fets 
in contraft the ‘different qualities of each, in their prefent 
ftate ; in order to fhew the pre-eminence, in point of moral 
excellence, of the brute body animated by a human foul, over 
the human body, animated by an animal foul. 

VILL. A letter to Henry Woodward, comedian, occafioned 
by his letter to the u/pecfor. By Simon Partridge, the facetious 
cobler of Pall Mall. 8vo. 6d. ‘Feffry. 

A moft contemptible effort to fecond Woodward’s abufe of 
dr. Hill. See the account of Wocdwara’s letter, in our laft. 

IX. Alick at ’em all; or, the moderator, &c. 8vo. 6d, 
Reeve. 

This pamphlet vindicates the Jnfpeéfor, againft Woodward, 
and the reft of the doctor’s adverfaries; but it affords nothing 
worth particular notice here. 

X. An anfwer to Henry Woodward, comedian. With fome 
occafional remarks on the Gree# and Roman ftage. By the 
right honourable the earl of ****. 8vo. 6d. Cooper. 

What we have faid of the preceding article, may fuffice 
for this allo. 

XI. The geese fiript of their quills: or, propofals for de- 
pluming and rufticating the rival /iterati, With an impartial 
€xamination inte fome important concerns. 8vo. 1s. Cooper. 

Our author’s defign in this finall piece, which is written in 
a very genteel and fenfible manner, is to reprove the Jn/peffor | 
and mr. §----t for thofe ftrokes of obloquy, thofe dull farcafms, | 
thofe.indecent revilings, with which they have lately loaded | 
each other ; and for which, our author thinks, they deferve 
to be expelled the republic of letters. 

All that now remains in the power of thefe rivals in abufe, 
he thinks, is, publickly to exchange forgivenefs as Men; and 
as their bad behaviour has been pudlich, then to afk pardon of 
the world, for having infulted their underftandings, and pro- 
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yoked their patience, by their unmannerly difputes. When 
they have complied with this, he thinks it advifeable for them 
to fit down in ob/curity, and employ their time in reading and 
digefting other men’s productions, inftead of continuing to af- 
front mankind by the publication of their indige/fed crudities. 
But if the Cacoethes which torments them is of the kind which 

uvenal defcribes, that is-- ix/anabile---in that cafe, he fays, 
they may be permitted to feribble, but thinks they thould be 
jaid under proper reftri¢tions. “The Jn/ped?or’s province, he 
tells us, fhould be either to expatiate on the microfcopic won- 
ders which unfold to the admiring eye, on the fuperficies of a 
rock-oyfter----or to account for the affervefcent nature, or 
frequent {timulation of the amorous appetite, in a Cock-/parrow. 

As to mr. Smart, his bufinefs, he tells us, fhould be tocol- 
leét his random thoughts on various fubjects, and to range them 
in proper declamatcry order ; by which means, we are told, 
he will have an opportunity of exerting his genius every mon- 
day in the week, in a folemn barangue at the Robin Hood fociety. 

XIL. 4 febeme for a fund for the better maintenance of the 
widows and children of the clergy. By Ferd. Warner, M.A. 
reCtor of Queenhithe. 8vo. 6d. Whiftsn, &c. 

The author affures us that this fcheme has had the appro- 
bation of the archbifhop of Canterbury, and other great and 
worthy dignitaries of our church, 

XII. Prejudice deteéted by facts: or, a candid and impar- 
tial enquiry into the reign of queen Hizabeth, fo far as: it 
relates to Mary queen of Scots. 8vo, 18. Od. Corbet. 

The author of this anonymous performance has given 
the public very little, if any new information, relating to the 
hiftory of the queen of Scots. He has produced copies of 
a few letters, the authenticity of which will fcarcely appear 
the lefs doubtful for his not venturing his own name along 
with them. He is a bad writer, and as bad an advocate for 
the fame of the unhappy Mary; whofe memory fucha work 
in our opinion, can neither credit nor injure. ! 

XIV. The Life of Betty Ireland, with fome account of her 
elder filter Blanch of Britain; containing fundry very curious 
particulars, 8vo. 6d. Robinjon. 

A humorous and entertaining fketch of the conne&ted hif- 
tory of England and Jreland; fomewhat ui the manner of 
John Bull, One part of the ingenious author’s defign, feems 
to be the removal of the vulgar prejudices entertained by the 
Englifo, againit their fellow fubjects of Ireland 

XV. Some account of the Intsu. By the late 7.8. D. 
D.D.S.P.D. evo, 6d. Cooger. 
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A moft ridiculous and contemptible mifreprefentation of 
the kingdom of /reland, and of its inhabitants; who, accord- 
ing to the author, are beings of a much lower clafs than even 
Gulliver’s Yahoos. 


PoETRY. 


The Pafquinade. With Notes variorum. Book the firf. 
4to Is. ountfort. 

A {fatire in imitation, of the Dunciad; of which it feems 
that Mr. Smart and Dr. Hill are to be the herces in chief, 
attended by the whole tribe of ae writers: a noble 
fubject, and worthy of the autho¥: who endeavours to copy 
Mr. Pope’s manner ; but, alas! 


——fequiturque patrem non paffibus aquis: 


Single Sermons, fince the Lift in our laft number. 


1.7 R. Blackburne’s, at the ordination of dr. Keene bifhop 
of Chefter, in the parifh-church of Richmond, York- 


frire; Oftober 15.1752. Knapton, * 


2. Lhe glory of the church in the latter day. Preached to the 
fociety that fupport the /Vednefday evening le&ture in Great 
Eaftcheap, December 27.1752. By John Gill, D.D. 6d. 
Keith. 

3. Dr. Church’s, before the college of phyficians, London ; 
—_— 20.1752. 6d. Rivington. 

. The Chriftian Sabbath as old as the creation. Preached 
at Se. Paul’s, Sunday, November 12. 1752. By Richard 
Parry, M.A. chaplain to the lord Vere. 4to. 18. Deodfley. 

Mr. Parry introdugfces this fermon (the length of which is 
not in proportion to its price) with obferving, that all the parts 
of revealed religion are inftituted for the fervice of man, and 
that the Sabbath particularly was made for his ufe and benefit, 
to withdraw his affeétions from earth to heaven, and to anti- 
cipate, as it were, that reft and glory here, which fhall be re- 
vealed hereafter. 

He then proceeds to confider the Sabbath in this view, un- 
der the patriarchal, Zewi/b, and chrittian difpenfations, and 
endeavours to fhew that it was changed, for the ule of the 
‘Jews, from the feventh day of the patriarchal week to the 
fiath—from Sunday to Saturday, and that it has continued the 
fame, without interruption, in the church of God, (excepting 
the period of the ‘Fewi/h difpenfation) from its firft inftitution 
to the prefent time. 
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